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A Job Half Done— 


In response to an urgent cable- 
gram from the Histadrut (see 
below), campaign committees 
throughout the country brought a 
million dollars in cash to the Emer- 
gency Conference in New York on 
January 22nd. 


This is only HALF the amount 
urgently needed in these precious 
weeks. Read the cable and see 
WHY Histadrut’s call must be an- 
swered 100 per cent! 

Here it is— 

THE CONTINUING INFLUX OF IM- 
MIGRANTS AND VAST DEVELOP- 
MENTS THROUGHOUT THE COUN- 
TRY MEAN UNPRECEDENTED HUGE 
TASKS FOR HISTADRUT AND OB- 
LIGE OUR FRIENDS TO INTENSIFY 
THEIR ASSISTANCE. 

ACTIVITY IN TRAINING IMMI- 
GRANTS FOR WORK AND PROVID- 
ING TECHNICAL TRAINING FOR 
WORKERS NOW ENCOMPASSES 
MANY THOUSANDS AND IS IN- 
CREASING CONSTANTLY. A NEW 
AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENT IS 
BEING ESTABLISHED EVERY TWO 
DAYS. WATER PIPES ARE BEING 
LAID OVER MANY MILES NORTH 
AND SOUTH. HOUSES BEING BUILT 
FOR TENS OF THOUSANDS. ONLY 
RECENTLY WITH AID OF HISTAD- 
RUT CAMPAIGN WE BEGAN ES- 
TABLISHING NEW FACTORIES IN- 
CLUDING: IRON PIPES AT ACRE, 
ELECTRIC BATTERIES AND CERAM- 


ICS AT RAMLEH, PAPER AT JERU- 
SALEM, FISH OIL AND FISH MEAL 
AT EILAT, FLOUR MILL AND BUILD- 
ING MATERIALS AT BEERSHEBA, 
CEMENT PIPES AT ASHKELON, 
CIGARETTES AT LYDDA. 
COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT 
SPREADING TO ALL CORNERS OF 
COUNTRY AND ABSORBING THOU- 
SANDS OF NEWCOMERS. KUPAT 
HOLIM INSTITUTIONS AND TRADE 
SCHOOL EXPANDING WITH 


EXECUTION OF THESE TASKS 
WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEGUN 
WILL REQUIRE TWO MILLION DOL- 
LARS IMMEDIATELY; THEY BRING 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO _ ENTIRE 
YISHUV AND OPEN WIDE POSSI- 
BILITIES TO INTEGRATE IMMI- 
GRANTS AND ACHIEVE LIFE OF 
INDEPENDENCE. WE URGE OUR 
FRIENDS LEND FULLEST ASSIST- 
ANCE FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
ABOVE PURPOSES. 

BE STRONG AND OF GOOD 
COURAGE. 

PINHAS LUBIANIKER 
GENERAL SECRETARY 


€ 
LET’S DELIVER THE SECOND 
MILLION! 


DO YOUR SHARE AT ONCE— 
through your local Histadrut com- 
mittee or through national head- 
quarters: 

« 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
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VERSUS THE GENOCIDE PACT 


ENOCIDE IS THE MASS extermination of 
a national, religious or ethnic group. In 
December 1948, the General Assembly of 
the United Nations voted unanimously for 
the adoption of a Convention to outlaw and 
punish this crime against mankind whose per- 
petration Hitler and his cohorts had so suc- 
cessfully achieved. To become an effective part 
of international law the Genocide Convention 
must be ratified by the legislatures of at least 
twenty nations. Up to date the Parliaments of 
only seven countries have voted for ratification. 
None of the great powers is to be found in this 
small group. 

The question of United States ratification now 
faces the Senate where hearings before a sub- 
committee of the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee have been in progress. The only impor- 
tant American organization which has gone on 
record as opposing ratification is the American 
Bar Association. The nature of its opposition 
helps explain the curious reluctance of many 
nations to give practical expression to their sup- 
posed abhorrence of systematic mass murder. 

The spokesmen of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation have argued that the Genocide Conven- 
tion represents an encroachment on the Ameri- 
can Constitution and our domestic laws. They 
warned against an alteration in the relationship 
between the Federal and State governments, and 
they expressed the fear that a lynching or race 
riot might be classified as genocide and make 
the accused liable to trial by an international 
court. 

The record of the American Bar Association 
in fearing the extension of safeguards for human 
rights is marked by consistency. It criticized the 
adoption of the Declaration of Human Rights 
by the United Nations Assembly, and objected 
to the proposed covenant on the grounds that 
they “permit the United Nations to deal with 
the domestic affairs of a member nation.” 

The fears of the American Bar Association 
for the sovereignty of individual states within 
our republic, and of the United States as a 
whole, fortunately have not found many echoes. 
Church groups of all faiths have pressed for the 
ratification of the Genocide Convention. Presi- 
dent Truman and Mrs. Roosevelt are among the 
leading American spokesmen in its behalf. Nor 
does the support for ratification come solely 
from liberals and sentimentalists whose altruistic 
zeal may blind them to the danger of impairing 
sovereign American rights in their concern for 
human rights. Hard-headed students of inter- 


national law, who have examined all the impli- 
cations of the proposed convention, have pointed 
out the groundlessness of the Bar Association’s 
alarm. An act of violence by an irresponsible 
mob, such as a lynching, does not fall under the 
definition of genocide. Though in our view its 
occurrence certainly should elicit federal inter- 
vention, this would require special legislation 
such as the enactment of a Federal Anti-lynch- 
ing Law. Only if a program for the mass ex- 
termination of Negroes were to be launched by 
the United States Government or its official rep- 
resentatives would the Genocide Convention be- 
come operative. The same parallel holds good for 
excesses against any other group, ethnic or re- 
ligious. 

In regard to such dread improbabilities one 
may venture to suggest that should a Hitler 
madness ever seize our country, every good 
American citizen would then welcome inter- 
national restraint. Despite the gloomy cawings 
about the progress of reactionary trends in the 
United States, we do not envisage the need for 
a United Nations straight-jacket in the foresee- 
able future. However, if we have the remotest 
suspicion that we or our descendants may ever 
need one, it would be the part of wisdom to 
order appropriate therapy while we are still sane. 


BUT we NEED NoT indulge in dark and dubious 

phantasies. The Genocide Convention does 
not allow for interference in the legitimate in- 
ternal affairs of any country. Domestic troubles 
will still remain an intimate family matter and 
be dealt with by existent or fresh legislation. 
However, we know from the terrible experience 
of the Hitler decade that there can be crimes 
which become a family matter in a deeper and 
wider sense—crimes which involve the family 
of nations, one might say the whole human 
family. 

The world is struggling now with the prob- 
lem of seeking to contain vast destructive pro- 
cesses whose effects would be global. If govern- 
ments are baffled by the questions presented by 
the control of atomic energy or the hydrogen 
bomb it is because they fear the contingency of 
unilateral disarmament. America views Russian 
professions suspiciously, and vice-versa. But no 
such fears obtain in regard to the outlawing of 
mass-extermination. Only a guilty nation, or 
one nurturing some monstrous intent, has legiti- 
mate cause to fear the adoption of the Genocide 
Convent. Our country should listen tovits great 


heart, and ratify. 








Light in Asia 


IHE OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION of the 
‘™* Republic of India marks another milestone 
in the emancipation of that vast sub-continent. 
In the ferment now seizing Asia there are indi- 
cations that India may emerge as a liberal de- 
mocracy caught neither in the rising surge of 
communism nor swept back into the feudal 
stagnation of many of the Arab lands. The 
spokesmen of India have expressed their re- 
solve to keep clear of the conflict between the 
Eastern and Western blocs. The influence of 
Gandhi is still potent enough to make the desire 
for peace a dynamic force among great masses 
of the Hindu population. In ideology, too, the 
leaders of India are closer to the concepts of 
social democracy than to those of the communist 
left or the reactionary right. 


Israel, determined to maintain its spiritual in- 
dependence as well as political neutrality, looks 
with interest towards those nations in Asia who 
may form an independent, democratic bloc as- 
sociated by ties of mutual sympathies if by no 
more formal bonds. The emergence of such gen- 
uine democracies on the continent of Asia 
might prove a greater contribution to the cause 
of world peace than the intensification of the 
armaments race. 


Up to date, India has not recognized Israel. 
There are, however, indications that despite its 
desire to placate the Moslem orient, India will 
not remain insensitive to the presence of a gen- 
uine liberal force on the continent of Asia. The 
example of Israel’s progressive social forms is not 
lost. Recently, the Secretary of the Indian Co- 
operative Union visited Israel to inspect Israel’s 
methods of settling masses of immigrants. The 
visitor was concerned by the problem because 
India has seven million refugees from Pakistan 
to settle. Despite the differences in size and num- 
bers between huge and populated India and the 
small land of Israel, the country of Gandhi must 
surely have faith in the power of high goals rev- 
erenced in common. 


Welcome to Catholic Pilgrims 


HOUGH THE VATICAN’S warning to 

Catholic pilgrims against travel in Israel en- 
joyed wide publicity, no equivalent publicity 
has been given to the statement of Signor 
Ludovico Pompei, manager of the Felix Roma 
travel organization entrusted by the Vatican 
with Holy Year preparations. On the basis of 
the experience of the first group of Catholic 
pilgrims visiting Israel, Signor Ludovico declared 
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that he would now recommend that Catholig 
include Israel in their pilgrimmage. Othe 
Catholic dignitaries in the first group wer 
equally enthusiastic about the manner of thei: 
reception and: the cooperation they received 
from the Israel authorities. 

It is to be hoped that the personal observation 
of thousands of Catholic pilgrims who are now 
expected to visit the Holy Land will serve tp 
dissipate unfounded fears in regard to the fat 
of Christian sanctuaries in Israel territory. The 
peaceful beauty of Nazareth should prove th 
most convincing argument to the devout in re- 
gard to the actual state of affairs in Israel. And 
a visit to New Jerusalem would probably be; 
graphic demonstration of the absurdity of seek- 
ing to internationalize this almost wholly Jewish 
city. 


Premature Agitation 


Te HUE AND cRY recently raised in the Yid- 

dish press in regard to the alleged lack of 
reverence for orthodoxy in some Reception Cen- 
ters in Israel seems unwarranted on the basis of 
available information. Specifically, it has been 
charged that the ear-locks of Yemenite children 
have been shaved off contrary to the wishes of 
their parents. A simple and prosaic explanation 
may be that the prevalence of ring-worm and 
other scalp infections among the newcomers 
makes the shaving of the children’s heads an es- 
sential sanitary precaution. It is possible that in 
the course of observing routine hygienic regula- 
tions, inadequate care has occasionally been tak- 
en of the susceptibilities of individual parents. 
Such negligence could understandably occur in 
the tragically crowded and under-staffed Recep- 
tion Centers. Regrettable though such incidents 
may be, it is certainly premature to launch pro- 
test meetings and to make free with violent ful- 
minations against the “Godless authorities” who 
are supposedly trying to snare innocent children 
from the paths of piety. 

The Israel Government does not take these 
accusations lightly. It has appointed an inquiry 
commission to examine all charges of religious 
coercion in the immigrant camps. The Prime 
Minister has made it plain that should any 
charges be substantiated, appropriate disciplin- 
ary measures will be taken against the personnel 
involved. The Labor government will certainly 
not tolerate the slightest invasion of the religious 
rights of any of its citizens. In the meantime, 
until the investigation has been completed, a 
genuine regard for the welfare of Israel should 
prevent responsible groups from indulging in 
premature and probably pointless denunciations. 
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Reflections on the Jewish Situation 


PART I—RE-EXAMINATION 


by Ludwig Lewisohn 


DEEP METAPHYSICAL ANXIETY stirs 
the Western World. Even so nihilistic a 
movement as that which is called existentialism 
bears witness to that anxiety. Keen as the feel- 
ing is, it as yet fruitless. It is still a flight from 
fear and a desire for reassurance. It has not 
yet entered the moral world or the world of 
action; it has not yet entered the world of con- 
trition and expiation. It may still for the day 
and hour be summed up in the saying of Paul 
Valéry: “There is science, mortally wounded 
in its moral ambitions and, as it were, dishonored 
by the cruelty of its applications.” The ground 
is shaking under the feet of Western man; he is 
hardly yet poised for flight, nor is he on his 
knees. His heart is still barren and the sky 
above him empty. 

This metaphysical anxiety is shared by not 
a few Jews. But in them, whether they know 
it or not, it takes on a different character for 
the reason that their subconsciousness is not 
gnawed by guilt. Upon pagan altars they were 
the sacrifice; the blood-soaked hands of Chris- 
tendom are spiritually the remotest thing from 
them in all the world. They are not driven to 
such enormities as the celebration annually of a 
Mass of a Messiah with those hands still twitch- 
ing away from any lustral waters. They are 
therefore too often still lured by a withered 
positivism, by a forgetfulness of the great words 
of Martin Buber: Vom zeugenden Geist aus 
dauren wir. (We endure by virtue of the crea- 
tive power of the spirit.”) Nevertheless, the 
pervasive metaphysical anxiety of Western man 
is theirs too. It may, through them, if they 
will it, assume a redemptive form that will 
transcend themselves. 

Meanwhile, there is another, a specifically 
Jewish disquietude which casts down many 
hearts, which rasps the nerves of many. Or else, 
it is a kind of sudden dismay. And it takes yet 
a third form, that of a huddling, as though all 


The Jewish Frontier takes pride in announcing the 
publication of a series of articles by Ludwig Lewisohn, of 
which “Re-examination” is the first. Forthcoming articles 
in this important series by the distinguished novelist, 
essayist, and scholar will be “The Jew Within History”; 
“Tradition and Faith”; “Unity with Israel’; ‘Relations 
to the World”. This challenging analysis of major prob- 
lems and perplexities troubling thoughtful Jews today 
should arouse wide interest. 


obstacles were now gone, into the transitory 
comforts of a pagan world. The years of dread 
and doom are feigned to be over for ever—as 
has always happened in respect of such days. 
Their memory is repressed. And this process is 
the easier in this century because the prophecies 
from Amos on have been fulfilled. The Third 
Commonwealth, the Medinath Yisrael exists. 


“They shall build the waste cities, and inhabit 


them; and they shall plant vineyards and drink 
the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens 
and eat the fruit of them.” May one not then 
be at ease in one’s alien Zion? Need one be 
agitated further? But though the disclaiming 
voices are loud, they do not wholly hush the 
agitation deep within. 

There is a nobler Jewish disquietude than this. 
It manifests itself in an impassioned concern 
over the status of religion in Israel; it is deeply 
troubled by the problem of the relation of 
American Jewry to the people of the State of 
Israel; it fears chasm and schism and seeks to 
build a bridge for which there is as yet no 
foundation on this side of the sea. But the foun- 
dation must be built. And since it takes time 
to build foundations that shall last and since 
the disquietude is deep and cannot afford time, 
conferences are called and panel discussions in- 
vited and “plans for Jewish living today” are 
sent out for approval and masses of well-meant 
and sterile words are proliferated. The dis- 
quietude persists. And even so it still shrinks 
from facing other questions, rightly dear and 
sacred to innumerable souls. How shall we from 
now on pray for the heruth, the freedom of 
Israel, interpreting it, according to the liturgy, 
as the freedom to gather our exiles from the 
four corners of the earth? With what counten- 
ance shall we at our Sedorim say I’shanah haba’a 
b ’yerushalayim—unto the next year in Jeru- 
salem? The freedom is won; the gates of the 
land are open to every Jew in the world. Why 
not in Jerusalem this year—no—on the instant? 
Planes fly; ships sail. 


BUT we are IMPRISONED in a world of con- 

tingency. The absolute answer to an abso- 
lute command is wholly possible only in the 
realm of the mind, of the spirit. The centrifugal 
forces of the post-emancipatory Galuth splin- 
tered the Jewish soul and the vast majority of 
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Jews in America, of adherents of the Zionist 
movement in America, could not afford to grasp 
and to transmute into action the realities of the 
Zionist Revolution. For Zionism was in very 
truth a radical movement. It went to the root 
of things. It made radical demands based upon 
radical conclusions. Although secular in its 
forms and phrasings, it re-affrmed the antique 
instinctive conviction of Israel that it was a peo- 
ple in exile, that exile knows only mitigation 
of evil but never knows the good and that there- 
fore secular means, not excluding the power 
of the human spirit, were to be used to liberate 
Israel from exile and return it—as the prophets 
and sages had promised—to its own land. And 
Zionism meant the people Israel—the whole peo- 
ple. Its negation of the Galuth as a form of 
human life was total. We will not even leave 
our dead behind, Herzl wrote in his diaries. 
There will be a ship sailing to Eretz Yisrael 
carrying the bones of our fathers. 


If American Jews stopped short of embracing 
this total concept of the entire Jewish people as 
a people on the march from homelessness home, 
it cannot be denied that an element of self- 
protection was unconsciously at work. Even 
before the establishment of the Commonwealth 
and before the opening of the gates of the land 
it was evident that it could not house all the 
world’s Jews and that the remnants of Europe 
and the oppressed of the Arab countries must 
first be rescued and redeemed. Though the 
world’s Jewish population was reduced from 
16,000,000 to a bare 10,000,000, the land still 
was too narrow. A vigorous and numerous 
chalutziuth movement in America will help to 
sustain Israel technically and physically; it will 
serve American Jewry spiritually and morally. 
It can barely touch the question of the con- 
tinuous corporate existence of the Jews in the 
United States of America. We shall remain 
here. For the sake of freedom itself, of our own 
security, of the security of the State of Israel 
we must sustain and fortify our position in 
America. How is that to be done? In what 
character, as what, do we remain? Here, at this 
point, set in new contradictions and difficulties. 
Here, at this point, arises the great Jewish dis- 
quietude of our day. 


INE THING Is CLEAR to all except the self- 
stupified laggards of a perished age: we can- 
not remain in freedom and dignity on the terms of 
the old pseudo-liberalistic emancipation. For those 
terms involved, however tacitly, however equiv- 
ocally, the aim of self-annihilation. It implied 
that aim externally and internally. Macaulay, a 
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man of good will, a high-minded man, pleaded fo 
the civil emancipation of the Jews on these terms: 
(1831) “They are not so well treated as the dis. 
senting sects of Christians are now treated in 
England; and on this account, and, we firmly 
believe, on this account alone, they have a mor 
exclusive spirit. Till we have carried the exper- 
ment further, we are not entitled to conclud& 
that they cannot be made Englishmen alto. 
gether.” In the same year of 1841 Gabriel Riesser, 
pleading for the civil emancipation of his people 
in Germany wrote: “The question is none other 
than a question of religious liberty. . . . We are 
either Germans or we are homeless.” There is 
no merit in hindsight. But it is infinitely curi- 
ous to observe that Macaulay and Riesser, both 
conscious liberals and libertarians, proposed a 
theory of society which sets as its goal and ideal 
the highest measure of conformity. Both affirm 
the unitary or, as we should now say, the mono- 
lithic state and the identity of society and state, 
One was willing to grant and the other to de- 
mand religious freedom. But since Macaulay 
did not understand and Riesser chose to forget 
the character of the Jewish religion, the addition 
of one more mere sect to those already tolerated 
was no great concession. 


It is clear that passages of similar purport 
could be quoted by the hundred. The hope and 
ideal of the emancipation was—as it is still of 
lazy liberals and anti-Semites with a troublesome 
conscience bidding them be philo-Semites—that 
complete liberation would destroy what was held 
to be the accidentally or sociologically deter- 
mined separateness of the Jews. And if, in fact, 
that separateness had been “accidental” or had 
been determined by so-called social forces of 
recent origin, the hope need not have been in 
vain and Jews might have become undiffer- 
entiated Frenchmen, Englishmen, Germans. By 
the same token anti-Semitism ought gradually 
to have declined and faded. Neither thing took 
place. Liberals continued to plead for the Jews 
and to befriend them on the principles of the 
emancipation; great masses of Jews strove by 
means ranging from the not wholly ignoble to 
forms of violent self-degradation to play the 
game of ultimate annihilation. Apostacy and 
inter-marriage did decimate the communities 
and cultural assimilation cut the last ties with 
the congregation of Israel. But the masses of 
Jews survived as Jews and anti-Semitism burned 
with foul and hitherto unheard-of fury and 
fever and the world of the emancipation crashed 
with world-historic guilt, shame, martyrdom, 
ineffable tragedy, and was burned to ashes in 
Majdanek, Ausschwitz and Treblinka. 
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These are commonplaces to thoughtful Jews 
and, it is to be hoped, to a few thoughtful 
Christians. It may be doubted whether the iron 
tread of history has ever so gigantically con- 
firmed the analyses and prophecies of a group 
of men as these decades have confirmed the in- 
sights and visions of the early Zionists. Yet 
when a man like Jean-Paul Sartre writes: “It 
is not the Jewish character which evokes anti- 
Semitism but on the contrary, it is the anti- 
Semite who creates the Jew;” when a gifted 
American Zionist still says wistfully that, after 
all, fusion was the American ideal, it is clear 
that the unbending facts of the historic process 
must once more be emphasized. 


Nor is this all. It is necessary to be utterly 
clear as to the inner character of the modern 
emancipation before we can examine the 
groundwork of our being and destiny upon 
which the forms of our survival must be based 
from now on. The great and disquieting ques- 
tion: in what guise and under what aspects 
shall we guide and govern our lives in America 
and what shall be our relationship to the people 
of the State of Israel, can be answered only on 
the ground of many re-examinations of history 
and experience. The first re-examination must 
be that of the inner meaning of the emancipa- 
tory period—the period, roughly, from Napo- 
leon to Hitler, from 1808 to 1933. 


THE DEMAND FROM WITHOUT and the trend 

from within was to render the Jew indis- 
tinguishable from his fellow-citizen except by 
religion. Since, however, the historic Jewish re- 
ligion is a form and discipline of the whole of 
life, sanctifying and setting apart an entire peo- 
ple from the other peoples by that form which 
intends a spiritualization of man and nature, 
an imitatio Dei, it could not in its authentic 
form be even approximated to the practice of 
other religious groupings. Hence all the prac- 
tices which constitute kedusha, the sanctifica- 
tion of life, were gradually abandoned. A rem- 
nant of self-respect dictated the disavowal of 
the hard realistic motives of this process—the 
diminution of Judaism to the final point of 
fusion and disappearance. The age placed hand- 
some rationalizations into the hands of the so- 
called reformers. In an “enlightened age,” it 
was said, the age of, so to speak, Darwin, 
Haeckel, Huxley, Buckle, Marx, Wellhausen, 
Harnack—note the unification of trend within 
the different intellectual disciplines — a man 
could not be expected to abide by archaic prac- 
tices, vestiges of a barbaric age, nor could he 
exclude himself from that community of all 
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mankind which, under the leadership of science 
and democracy, was being even more strictly 
knit into a unity of freedom and brotherhood. 


It is hard in 1950 to describe these rationali- 
zations without irony. For two things have 
happened. That mechanistic universe of im- 
penetrable matter and economic determinism 
and the unimpeded action of rigid laws is swept 
away. No vestige of it remains. Einstein’s dis- 
covery that energy and matter are interchange- 
able has received the empiric proof of the fission 
of the atom. Matter is far more like what was 
once called mind and the Kantian analysis of 
the act and process of human knowing has been 
validated by the last word of astro-physics. Man 
creates his universe as he goes along and such 
theories as that of biological evolution are far 
more symptomatic of limited philosophical 
trends in man than they are of the processes that 
actually take place in an objectified universe. 
And another thing has happened and was des- 
tined to happen. The liberalistic world based 
upon materialistic determinism has also been 
destroyed. Monstrous rebellions against the re- 
emerging ethical and living universe have 
plunged half of the world into a freezing and 
intolerable hell of spiritual nothingness and 
slavery to blood and chains and dread. Man, 
supposing himself liberated by Darwin and Marx 
from moral responsibility and spiritual fact, set 
out to destroy the classical civilization of the 
West. To this rebellion more than one third 
of the Jewish people fell victim. The metaphysi- 
cal anxiety of our immediate day bears witness 
to a growing awareness of what has taken place. 


What does this mean? What is its relevancy? 
The meaning and the relevancy are that all the 
Jewish rationalizations of a flight from Judaism 
during the nineteenth and early twentieth cen- 
tury were based upon ugly and transitory fal- 
lacies—the most barren and brutal fallacies that 
ever darkened the spiritual horizon of man. 
Shall one laugh or weep when an eminent liv- 
ing Jewish scholar repeats the historically con- 
ditioned and hence once forgivable errors of the 
early reformers by an appeal to a “modern 
mind,” basing itself upon a completely discred- 
ited view of the sum of things? In brief, all the 
intellectual bases of the Judaism of the so-called 
emancipation have crumbled into dust. That 
way is no longer a way. No trace of it remains. 


Such is one aspect of a re-examination of Jew- 
ish life between 1808 and 1933, that is, during 
the era of the false emancipation, of which the 
shadows fall upon us still. All its trends, Re- 
form, Bundism—all its refusals and all ats uni- 
versalist affrmations—were based upon fallacies 
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shattered and disgraced by their dreadful con- 
sequences. There is another aspect, closely allied, 
of course, with the first. Whatever Jews did, 
especially Western Jews, during the period in 
question, was done under the pressure of forces 
outside of the Jewish people. Organic Jewish 
history—except among Zionists and the Ortho- 
dox—was interrupted. It was the powers at 
whose mercy we were that demanded, from 
Napoleon on, the negation of our peoplehood 
and of the Messianic hope. It was the powers 
of a world totally outside of us that crushed 
our pride, our self-affirmation, and robbed us of 
that residual freedom and _ self-determination 
which dwelt, however turbidly, in the pre-eman- 
cipatory kehilah. It was a pagan world which 
with its brutal demands, supported by its stupid 
and brutal and Godless notions, crept into and 
corrupted the very soul of the Jew, especially 
of the Westernized Jewish intellectual and cre- 
ated that phenomenon, unparalleled in degrada- 
tion, which is known, and rightly known, as 
Jewish self-hatred. The manifestations of that 
self-hatred are with us still. 


AA DISTINCTION OF THE HIGHEST importance 
is to be made. The term “negation of the 
Galuth” must not be used without discrimina- 
tion. The pre-emancipatory Galuth—the Galuth 
of the Rambam, of Rashi and Meir of Rothen- 
burg, of both—to span the ages swiftly—the 
Baal Shem Tov and the Gaon Elijah of Vilna— 
that Galuth, despite its constant tragedy, is 
to be affirmed and reverenced as an integral and 
precious part of Jewish history. But we were 
forced and driven from our path and made the 
objects, totally the objects, of forces outside 
ourselves with the onset of the so-called 
emancipation. For the world’s peoples wanted us 
to be emancipated not as ourselves but from 
ourselves. The immortal miracle is in the ul- 
timate failure of this monstrous attempt which 
had on its side all the powers and all the prin- 
cipalities of the world. Yet not all minds were 
wholly clouded and not all moral strength was 
lost. There did arise the men of the Chibath 
Zion group and the towers of orthodoxy, that 
is, of authentic self-determined Judaism, did not 
crumble in the East nor wholly in the West. 


It is the post -emancipatory Galuth that must 
be negated in its essential character—in all its 
pseudo-philosophic, in all its psychological and 
political assumptions—as a first step toward 
even the most preliminary answering of those 
questions which represent the metaphysical and 
moral anxiety of the Jews of America in this 
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day and hour. Where did we stand on th 
eve of that so-called emancipation? What wer 
the forces at work within the organic com. 
munity of Israel? Those who today have from 
time to time urged a neo-Orthodox or a neo. 
Hasidic movement have not necessarily been ob. 
scurantists who would shut the door upon, 
living development of a living Judaism. The ex. 
amples already given of the changes that will 
have to be made in the liturgy as a consequence 
of the existence of the Medinath Yisrael illus. 
trate a kind of change, a kind of development 
within the history of a living and acting Jewish 
people. The rabbis, earlier or later, of yesterday 
or today, who trembled at the assertion of our 
separateness in the blessings that precede the 
reading of the Torah either because Gentile 
might not like these historically exact assertions 
or because these assertions did not harmonize 
with the “modern” theories of a dozen transi- 
tory pseudo-sciences—these rabbis were and are 
the symbols of that unrivalled intellectual and 
moral degradation to which the Jewish people 
were reduced, as a people, during the period of 
the false emancipation. 


It is from that intellectual and moral degrada- 
tion that the Jews of America must liberate 
themselves as an initial act toward any recon- 
struction, any re-orientation, any laying of any 
new foundations upon which may be built a not 
ignoble and a self-sustaining life in America. We 
must think through afresh the question of our 
character, destiny, attitudes, techniques of liv- 
ing, of hopes and of our faith, wholly uninflu- 
enced by the devices and the demands of the 
so-called emancipation. A new emancipation 
must be initiated—an emancipation from the 
sordid fallacies of scientific materialism, from 
the ominous identification of the state with so- 
ciety, from the cowardice which will not criti- 
cize our Gentile environment, as civilized Gen- 
tiles do daily, from that inner servility which 
consents to our being merely the object, never 
the codeterminants of the historic process in 
which we are involved. History is on the march. 
The State of Israel exists. The great prophecies 
of our prophets have come true. A portion, at 
least, of our Western World is awakening from 
the lethargy of materialistic determinism and 
moral nihilism. If we will it, our feet may now 
be set upon a path from which we may use 2 
rare and great Midrash of the Jerusalem Tal- 
mud: “Do you know what consoles us and en- 
ables us to bear His wrath? Though he strikes 
us down He always creates us anew.” 
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In the Lands of Benelux 
by Michel Salomon 


THE "TOLERATED" JEWS OF BELGIUM 


RUSSELS GREETS THE TRAVELER who 
arrives on the evening express with the 
glare of its electric signs. Capital of abundance, 
Brussels expends electricity at night with the 
careless abandon of some “Brussels, U.S.A.”; 
and if a native of the latter happened to come 
here, he would scarcely feel out of place. Neon 
lights in every shape and color would invite him 
feverishly to “drink Coca-Cola”, “smoke Lucky 
Strike,” etc. He would find the familiar cafe- 
terias with the dazzling chromium, while the 
latest models of Buick and Mercury would pass 
by before him on the road. 
But it is not my aim to speak of Brussels itself. 
I wanted to learn the situation of the Jewish 
community of Belgium. I remained in the coun- 
try long enough for some brave souls to open 
their hearts to me without too much entreaty 
on my part. I must say that I had to revise the 
optimistic judgments I had hastily made. The 
economic status of the Belgian Jewish communi- 
ty is far from being as glowing as one might at 
first suppose. The main reason is the economic 
dislocation of Belgium itself, which, behind a 
flourishing facade, is in the grip of a serious 
crisis: an increase in unemployment and a con- 
stant rise of prices. The Jewish community, in 
addition, suffers from the xenophobe policy of 
the government, which has surrounded foreign 
residents — for the most part Jews — with a 
code of restrictions. Of the 40,000 Jews in Bel- 
gum (there were 90,000 before the war), 
scarcely 5,000 are Belgium citizens. The rest 
consist of 20-25,000 with “residence permits” 
and about 10,000 “transients”, D.P. Jews from 
Germany on the way for the most part to Israel. 
This considerable number of “foreign” Jews 
should not be surprising. The proportion of 
such Jews to native or naturalized Jews is about 
the same as before the war. The royal Belgian 
government always distributed citizenship with 
great parsimony. For several years, furthermore, 
the rare “chosen ones” have been subjected to a 
grotesque and humiliating interrogation before a 
“Belgianization” tribunal which has the final 
word on their case. 


The economic condition of native Belgian 
Jews varies from that of other Jewish residents. 
They are not discriminated against, at least offi- 
cially. At most one can point to the ill grace 
with which certain government organs have re- 


stored property and funds to survivors. On the 
other hand, the general economic crisis affects 
branches in which Jews have specialized. Thus, 
at Brussels, the leather, confectionery, shoe, 
glove and clothing trades have been badly hit. 
At Anvers, where the Jews live mainly on the 
diamond industry, shops are closed at least half 
of each month because of the uncertain condi- 
tion of the world market. But the foreign Jews 
in particular are in dire straits. In January, 
1946 the government passed a law requiring a 
“work card” of all foreign workers, and a “pro- 
fesssicnal card” of businessmen and professionals. 
The Ministry of Labor did not hand out a card 
to a worker until the employer could prove that 
he had hired the “foreigner” only because he had 
been unable to obtain a qualified Belgian worker. 
Pretty soon conditions became such that foreign 
workers could only get jobs in mines or as rail- 
road conductors. Conditions were worse for the 
so-called “professional card.” Cases were cited 
to me of businessmen established over 15 years 
in Brussels, who suddenly lost their licenses. All 
this has created a paradoxical situation in a coun- 
try which, despite everything, is one of the most 
prosperous in Europe; welfare agencies (the 
Jcint and others) have to support a large part 
of the Jewish community. The report of the 
Joint indicates that 10,000 persons were aided 
during the past year. 


THE speEciay situaTion of the Belgian Jewish 

community reflecting, with the aggravation 
caused by governmental restrictions, a general 
situation, has created for perhaps the first time 
in the last fifty years, the elements of a “Jewish 
problem” in Belgium. Consequently, there has 
been an increase of antisemitism, partially the 
heritage of the German occupation, and a tangi- 
ble rise in emigration. 

The “secular” Belgians are not antisemitic. 
The hostility, or at any rate the discreet reserve 
of the liberal socialist Belgian government 
toward Israel, had nothing to do with antisemit- 
ism; it was a manifestation of the subjection of 
this government to British foreign policy. Open, 
organized, and so-to-speak organic antisemitism 
consists of two currents. The first, expressed 
through violent demagogic publications like 
France-Europe and the vulgar Pourquoi-Pas, 
which forms the weekly spiritual nourishment 
of the Belgian petty bourgeoisie, is a relicsof the 
German occupation. “Purification” (denazifi- 
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cation) has been relatively mild in Belgium. 
Many Rexists and rufhians of the “Walloon 
Legion” passed through the net. Two years after 
the. liberation, the works of Michel de Ghelder- 
olde, a dramatic author of some talent, who was 
an open collaborator during the occupation, 
were being performed again on the Brussels stage. 

The second antisemitic tendency comes from 
reactionary Catholics. Belgian clericalism, un- 
like the French, is not tempered by a strong 
democratic-Christian tradition. Their anti- 
semitism is the traditional one, in which the 
abasement of Israel is the keystone of Christian 
eschatology. Upon the birth of Israel, they un- 
dertook a vast campaign of calumny which un- 
fortunately was influential in many places. I 
remember seeing last winter on all the walls of 
Brussels, large posters with a poor Arab woman 
holding a crying baby to her breast against a 
background of fire and ruins. The legend read: 
“Belgians! Save Nazareth!” 

We know the truth about the town of the 
Annunciation and how it was safeguarded by the 
Jewish Army. ... For about a year now, how- 
ever, the bluff of Jewish atrocities has been de- 
nounced. Monseigneur Hakim, after preaching 
against the state of Israel from the pulpit of 
Notre Dame in Paris and furnishing arguments 
for the antisemitic propaganda of the Belgian 
clergy, made a contrite retraction to the author- 
ities of Tel-Aviv. Eminent Christians, like Mme. 
Isabelle Blume Gregoire, after visiting the young 
Republic, have taken upon it themselves to en- 
lighten public opinion by statements in parlia- 
ment, articles and lecture tours. This has not 
abashed the clergy however. The Catholic press 
is most of the time as malevolent as before. 

The considerable number of 300 to 500 emi- 
grants a month come mostly from the “tran- 
sient” Jews, but the contagion is spreading little 
by little to the rest of the Jewish population. A 
few businessmen have established branches in or 
moved their enterprises to Israel. 

It is not necessary to dwell separately on the 
little community of about 700 Jews in Luxem- 
bourg, concentrated mainly in the capital. This 
small country is very close to Belgium in politi- 
cal, economic and social climate. 


IN THE LAND OF REMBRANDT 


[ RECALL a TRIVIAL INCIDENT of two years 

ago on my first visit to Amsterdam. I ap- 
proached a passer-by to ask my way, and since 
he knew French we went along together for a 
while. Passing along a canal, he suddenly point- 
ed to some narrow streets on the other side which 
disappeared among the old gabled houses whose 
unique architecture had sunprised and delighted 
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me from the first moment. “The Jewish quarte; 
began here before the war.” ‘Then, after , 
moment of hesitation, he said: “Since the Jews 
are gone, Amsterdam is a dead city.” There wa 
not the least feeling, either of sympathy 
hostility, in his voice. He was merely reporting 
a fact. I don’t believe that he did it deliberately, 
having guessed that I was Jewish. 


I was to hear such remarks frequently during 
my repeated visits in the “Venice of the North,” 
Friends took me to the ghetto several times, 
Afterwards I formed the habit of taking solitary, 
melancholy walks in this ravaged quarter, where 
I gave my imagination free reign and peopled 
the gaping houses and empty streets with the 
familiar faces of the colorful and joyous world 
that the novels of Israel Querido had revealed 
to me. Sometimes, at a turn in a narrow street, 
children bumped into me. They ran along care- 
lessly, in tatters, shaking their blond heads; and 
I thought for a moment of the urchins of the 
ghetto, of their uneasy and chilly huddling to- 
gether after the morning raids, when the police 
cordons stretched all along the Graght. I saw 
tall supple men, dragged by dogs, disappear into 
the fog rising from the Amstel. I heard the 
pathetic chattering of women, desperate run- 
nings on the stairways, an entire Jewish com- 
munity caught in a trap at Amsterdam, and 
simultaneously at Wilna, Paris, Zagreb, Warsaw, 
everywhere. I often went along the “‘Jodebree- 
straat,” the “main street” of the Ghetto. Some 
of the houses have been repaired. Doors and shut- 
ters that the people of Amsterdam had torn off 
during the terrible winter of 1943, when they 
lived on potatoes at five florins apiece and on 
tulip bulbs and warmed themselves by burning 
furniture and floor boards, have been replaced. 


The Municipal Council of Amsterdam intends 
to reconstruct and modernize the former Jew- 
ish quarter and has voted a sum of seven million 
florins for this purpose, stating that priority 
would be given to former inhabitants of the 
ghetto. But I greatly doubt whether any of its 
few survivors will come back. The proletarian 
population of the ghetto has been almost entirely 
exterminated. There remain in Holland 25,000 
Jews, three quarters of them in Amsterdam, 
compared to 150,000 before the war. The mort 
fortunate Jews have been able to return to theif 
comfortable house in the “Zuid”, the residential 
quarter of Amsterdam. No tragic memory 
haunts their clean white houses, which do not 
have the ravaged and stupefied look of the 
humble dwellings of the ghetto. 

Going up the Jodebreestraat we pass on the 
right the “Rembrandt Huis”, now a state mu- 
seum and so carefully restored and cared fot 
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that it seems new, having lightly survived three 
centuries without losing a single one of its small 
checker-board windows or the vermilion tint of 
its roof. It is from one of these narrgaw windows 
that Rembrandt van Ryn observed the colorful 
crowd of Portuguese marranos, as he looked for 
a Christ, a Mary Magdalen or the Pilgrims of 
Emmaus among these exotic Jews with the ap- 
pearance of hidalgos. 


The Jodebreestraat finally comes to a great 
square, the “David Jonas Meyers Square”, in the 
center of which rises the haughty and severe 
Portuguese synagogue built at the beginning of 
the 17th century, and which, miraculously saved 
from Nazi vandalism, remains one of the most 
imposing edifices of that era. Its size gives some 
idea of the Marrano community in the Golden 
Age of the Low Countries. The Sephardic Jews, 
engulfed by successive waves of “vulgar and 
ignoble Ashkenazim” consisted before the war 
of scarcely 6-8,000 souls. At the beginning of 
the occupation, the Germans tried to divide the 
Jews, pretending to prefer the Sephardis. Their 
privileges were of short duration, for the majori- 
ty were arrested and deported at the end of 1942, 
to meet, in the gas chambers of Silesia and Po- 
land, the fate reserved by Hitler for all the Jews 
of his empire. The few thousand Sephardis still 
living in the Low Countries are thus the rem- 
nant of a Jewish community which wrote one of 
the finest pages of our history, which gave to 
the world a Baruch Spinoza, and to a small 
nordic nation merchants, statesmen, and innum- 
erable scholars, artists and creators in every 
domain of thought. In a moving article, Sieg- 
fried van Praag recalls, among his contemporar- 
ies, the names of the writers Israel and Emanuel 
Querido, the painters Jessurum de Mesquita, Leo 
Laguna, Tezra de Mattos, and the great sculptor 
Joseph Mendez-Dacosta. 


JHE ASHKENAZI COMMUNITY, which came 

later, can also present an imposing array of 
names. Max Lerberman, Joseph Israels, Jakob 
Israel, Haan, tragic figure of western Jewry, are 
sufficient to indicate its glory. The Ashkenazim 
gave a more complex structure to the Dutch 
Jewish community. They were the backbone 
of the Jewish proletariat. Diamond cutters, 
clothing workers, even fishermen and dock 
workers, the Jewish proletariat played a decisive 
role in the Dutch labor movement. They are to 
be found at the head of the main unions and the 
progressive parties. Parallel with this struggle 
for the rights of labor, hand in hand with the 
Dutch worker, the Ashkenazi Jews implanted 
the Zionist ideal in the community. True, one 
can hardly find any vestiges of this dynamic and 
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fecund Judiasm in the surviving community. 
But the fact that the United Zionist Organiza- 
tion of Holland can boast, with its 3,000 mem- 
bers, of being the strongest Jewish movement, 
attests to the importance of Zionism in Dutch 
Jewish life during the last twenty-five years. 


Jewish cultural life, formerly so intense, has 
also suffered the vicissitudes of the occupation. 
Nevertheless the two great Jewish libraries, the 
Montesinos and above all the celebrated Rosen- 
thalia, were spared from destruction. The 
Joachinsthal’s Uitgever, an Amsterdam publish- 
ing house, issues a good dozen of high quality 
Jewish books a year. One only has to glance at 
the weekly Nieuw Israelitiesch Weekblad, one of 
the most interesting Jewish publications in 
Europe, to be assured of the continuity of the 
vitality of Dutch Judaism. There are theatrical 
presentations, concerts, Hebrew and Jewish His- 
tory courses in all large cities, not to speak of 
the ‘mass meetings”, which seem to be the 
staple of organized Jewish activity in Amster- 
dam, as everywhere else. More modest, but more 
effective, seems to be the role of the remarkable 
“Popular University” founded at Amsterdam by 
the Zionist Federation. 

There are some shadows in the picture, it is 
true. The problem of Jewish orphans who were 
taken into Christian homes or institutions dur- 
ing the occupation is only partially solved. Des- 
pite the efforts of a mixed commission headed by 
one of the highest Dutch authorities, the emin- 
ent jurist of the University of Leyden, Edward 
Meyers, who is of Jewish origin, almost a thou- 
sand Jewish children have not been returned. 
But the energetic reaction of the community, 
with the rabbinate in the lead, and the sympathy 
of public opinion for Jewish grievances, will 
bring about a solution of this thorny question 
before long. Here, as in many other things, I 
have confidence in the good will of the Dutch 
authorities, the only ones who as soon as they 
returned to their ravaged country, undertook 
radical measures of restitution and reimburse- 
ment to their Jewish citizens. 
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OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CALIFORNIA 


Aaron Zotkowitz is now visiting Los An- 
geles and will also visit San Francisco in 
the interest of our publication. Friends and 
readers of the JEWISH FRONTIER are 
asked to give him every possible coopera- 
tion. 
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Israel Arabs — Problems and Progress 


RAMADAN CONVERSATION PIECE 
by Tuvia Cohen 


ig WAS DURING one of the last few days 

of Ramadhan (the month in which all good 
Muslims fast from dawn to dusk) that I met 
my friend in a Haifa street. We had not seen 
each other for ages, and after we had chatted 
awhile, he insisted upon my visiting his home 
before the holy month was over. The nights of 
Ramadhan in a Muslim household are joyful 
with eating, drinking and song after the 
hard, day-long fast. “There’s much to talk 
about,” he said with a smile. “What time could 
be more suitable for the purpose?” 


A few evenings later, I responded to his in- 
vitation and knocked at the door of his house 
on Mount Carmel. My host and his lady greeted 
me with many an ahlan wasablan (“welcome”). 
After the initial pleasantries, we recounted to 
each other at length our respective adventures 
during the past two years. Then he bade me 
partake of the iftar, the main meal of the eve- 
ning which breaks the fast. 

The table was laden with assorted foods and 
beverages—not exactly in keeping with Aus- 
terity. “During Ramadhan, you see,” my host 
explained “we allow ourselves a little more than 
usual. Ah, we didn’t get the food through a 
friend in high places or by resorting to the black 
market. Not at all. The Food Controller allo- 
cated us extra rations especially for Ramadhan. 
Albamdu lillah (‘Praise be to God!’)” 

While the meal was in progress, my host 
switched on the wireless, and the intoned sing- 
song of a reading from the Koran filled the room. 
His face lit up, and he seemed to eat with greater 
relish. 

“The Government has done well,” my friend 
said, “to make the Ramadhan evenings pleasant 
for us by broadcasting readings from the Sacred 
Book and tunes we like to hear. Yesterday, yom 
eljum’a (Friday), Kol Yisrael relayed the service 
from the el-Jazzar Mosque in Acre. The listener 
would have thought he was tuned in to a Mus- 
lim station, were it not for the announcement, 
every now and then, buna mahattat israil (“This 
is the Israel Broadcasting Station’) .” 

My host expressed his complete statisfaction 
with wizaart ad-adyan (Ministry for Religious 
Affairs) of dawlat israil (the Government). 
“What trouble they took,” he said, “till they 
fixed wp one of the Haifa mosques and made it 


fit for worship. They built, mended, white. 
washed, and even got back for us the precioy 
carpets of the mosque that had been kept all the 
time in the storerooms of the Department of 
Abandoned Property.” In that connection he 
recounted to me the following story. 


“A FEW pays aco, a Turkish ship put into 


Haifa Port. The sailors, who were Muslims 
could scarcely believe it when they received an 
invitation from the Muslim Community of 
Haifa to attend prayers at the Jareina Mosque, 
They had been told in Turkey that all the mos- 
ques in Israel had been utterly destroyed, and 
that the Muslims who had remained behind had 
“gone underground’. When we told them that 
not only were such rumours false, but that, on 
the contrary, the Israel Government was help- 
ing the Muslims to observe their religion, and 
that a special Muslim Division of the Ministry 
for Religious Affairs was doing all it could to 
meet our religious requirements, some of them 
refused to believe us. Indeed, one sailor even 
went so far as to voice his disbelief aloud and 
said: ““Aren’t you really Jews masquerading as 
Muslims?” 


“I hope,” my host continued, “that those sail- 
ors will return to Turkey and give the lie to all 
the falsehoods that have been spread there about 
Israel.” 


The generous repast over, my host invited 
me onto the wide balcony looking out over the 
sea. The air was cool and pleasant, and fragrant 
with the scent of pines in the garden. My host 
was filled with a sense of well-being. He brought 
out his hubble-bubble, and sitting down at this 
ease began to smoke, every now and then emit- 
ting a dense cloud. 


UR CONVERSATION TURNED to the Arabs in 
Israel. This subject made him more ani- 
mated. He removed the mouthpiece of his hub- 
ble-bubble from his mouth, drew his chair up 
to mine, and said emphatically: ‘“*The influence 
of the Israel Government is destined to spread 
far and wide as a result of the spirit of progress 
and democracy that inspires it. Do you really 
think that the Arabs in the Triangle and beyond 
—even the most primitive among them—are in- 
capable of distinguishing between a backward 
regime, with all the poverty, ignorance and 
foreign influence that it implies, and an enlight- 
ened, progressive and independent form of gov- 
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ernment? There are rumors of maltreatment 
and discrimination. But they are exaggerated. 
What is more, I think that, if there is discrimina- 
tion against the Arabs of Israel now and then, 
it mostly comes from below—from some private 
gldier or just a wild youth who likes to make 
abit of trouble. I do not believe that there is any 
desire to treat us in a discriminatory fashion on 
the part of those in high Government posts. 


“I recall the Prime Minister’s statement about 
the non-Jewish citizens of Israel that he made 
on Independence Day. What is needed is that 
those ‘above’ should see to it that those ‘below’ 
respect and scrupulously carry out the instruc- 
tions they are given. That will put a stop to the 
recurrence of undesirable incidents which are 
injurious, not only to the Arabs, but to the 
State of Israel itself. Then there will be no 
further grounds for false rumors about the 
State, and anti-Israel agitation will have nothing 
on which to rest. If that happens, you need not 
be surprised to read in the paper, one fine morn- 
ing, that a progressive movement has come into 
being in one of the Arab countries and seeks the 
friendship of Israel. It is the Arab’s nature, my 
friend, that, while he appreciates power and 
progress, he is very sensitive to discrimination 
and unfair treatment. If you succeed in pre- 
serving your progressiveness and power, and at 
the same time deal justly and fairly with the 
Muslims and Christians in Israel, your influence 
in the Middle East will be assured. It often hap- 
pens that, what you cannot get from an Oriental 
by means of force and pressure, you can easily 
get from him by means of wisdom and common- 
sense. That will be to the good of both sides, and 
to that of the State of Israel, of which I am 
proud to be a citizen.” 


It was late—late even for a Ramadhan night, 
when Muslims usually sit up till past midnight. 
Ithanked my friend for his cordial welcome and 
interesting discourse. As I stood on the doorstep, 
ready to go, he said to me: “Let me tell you 
something interesting. During Ramadhan I often 
sit at home and dip into a book. Yesterday I 
came across an interesting hadith (saying attrib- 
uted by tradition to the Prophet). It says that 
one of the portents heralding yom elgiyama (the 
Day of Resurrection) will be the war of the 
Jews. Surely it follows that the Last Day is 
drawing near. I know that according to your 
tradition the Messiah will come on the Last Day. 
May it be God’s will that that Messiah will be 
the Messiah of us all.” 


Note: This sketch by a well-known Israck journalist 
was translated from Davar. 
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LIGHT AND SHADE 
by Emanuel Kopelevitz 


At ihe time of the census of the population 
in November 8, 1948, there were 69,000 Arabs 
within the borders of Israel. By June, 1949, 
their number had risen to 165,000. Since that 
date a number of Arab villages in the “triangle” 
have been added, some Arab infiltrees obtained 
permission to remain in the country and some 
others gained admission. The Arabs counted in 
the census received identification cards. The 
others likewise obtained some sort of certificate 
of legalization. These two factors—the increase 
in number and the recognition of their citizen- 
ship—gave the Arabs a sense of security. Their 
experiences in the course of the year strength- 
ened their conviction that there were no grounds 
for suspecting the Jews of evil intentions toward 
them. 

The growing freedom of movement enhanced 
this sense of security. In some parts of the 
country all restrictions on free movement have 
been lifted. Today one can see many Arabs not 
only on the roads of Galilee and in the business 
sections of Haifa and Tiberias but also on Jaffa 
Street in Jerusalem, on Allenby Street and in 
the zoo in Tel Aviv. This fact also brought 
about a change in attitude within the Jewish 
community. Many of the new Jewish immi- 
grants and the volunteers from overseas now 
became accustomed to seeing Arabs otherwise 
than through the aperture of a military position. 
One educated Arab recently defined the new 
situation as follows: “Today people no longer 
point and exclaim: ‘Look! An Arab!’” There 
is no doubt that this change contributed much 
toward modifying the attitude of the Arabs 
toward Israel and the Jewish community. 

In 1949 the Arabs reconstructed their com- 
munity organization in many localities. In the 
purely Arab communities, especially in the vil- 
lages, the former councils and municipalities re- 
mained, though there had been some change in 
their personnel. In mixed communities, such as 
Lud, Ramleh, Acco, Arab representatives were 
added to the appointed municipalities. The situ- 
ation is more complicated in Haifa and Jaffa 
where Arab Commissions were in existence. The 
one in Jaffa recently resigned. The Commission 
in Haifa is powerless to act effectively and the 
Arab community in the city finds itself without 
leadership. 

Lately the Arabs have tended to organize along 
communal and religious lines, and beginnings 
have been made in this direction in Haifa and 
Jaffa. The government of Israel encourages this 
trend im line with its policy to encoufage the 
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religious life of minorities in general. Consider- 
able progress has been made along this direction 
thanks to the devoted efforts of the institutions 
and the initiative of religious leaders. Scores of 
Imams and other religious functionaries were 
appointed and approved, and receive their sal- 
aries. Moslem houses of worship were repaired 
and returned to their original use; holy places 
were protected and land belonging to religious 
institutions was registered. 

Great progress was also made in the field of 
education. The department of education has 
endeavored to have the classes continue without 
interruption and for this reason some teachers 
not fully qualified were engaged. During the 
vacation period much spade work was accom- 
plished in preparation for the 1950 school year. 
Teachers were examined, new ones were hired 
and unqualified ones discharged, school buildings 
were repaired, equipment purchased and pupils 
registered. Education is the most important area 
of Jewish Arab relations in Israel. It is also a 
field in which the Arabs can display good will 
and cooperation in the fulfillment of the plans 
laid down by the government. Local authori- 
ties have cooperated with the inspectors of the 
department of education. 


The Arab Union (Brith Poalei Eretz Israel) 
has grown during 1949 from the smallest of 
bodies in the country into the chief organized 
body in Arab life. This organization includes 
tens of thousands of Arab laborers, officials and 
artisans. Many of them are still unemployed and 
hope to obtain employment more easily through 
the medium of the Brith. This hope is well 
founded. Brith is active in placing its members 
in employment and has thus succeeded in stem- 
ming the influence of the Communists. 

One year ago the Communist party and its 
labor organization was the only body in Arab 
life (excepting the Church) to have survived 
the ravages of the war. Most of the Communist 
leaders remained in the country. Some suffered 
persecution in Egyptian concentration camps. 
Their political program was not affected by the 
war because, following in the footsteps of the 
Soviet Union, they supported the establishment 
of Jewish and Arab states in Palestine. They still 
demand the establishment of an Arab State and 
the repatriation of the refugees. In the course 
of the past year they lost influence throughout 
the country and in some areas they disappeared 
from the scene altogether. 

The past year also witnessed the beginnings 
of Arab initiative in the economic field. Mar- 
keting associations were established in some vil- 
lages. Many weavers in Majdal formed a coopera- 
tive. The beginnings of an Arab kibbutz were 
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formed in Lud. The bus drivers of the Druz 
villages on Mt. Carmel resumed their work ang 
joined the cooperative “Haschachar.” The ini- 
tiative for all this came from Brith Poalei Eretz 
Israel. Young Arabs thus learned how to perform 
practical constructive work, instead of being fed 
a diet of patriotic orations, as was the case with 
the Arab movement before Israel came into 
being. 

The Arabs of Israel now try to adapt them- 
selves to the new State and to the new condi- 
tions. They no longer look, with hope or dread, 
to the victorious return of the armies of Egypt, 
Syria and Iraq. They are convinced that Israel 
and its institutions are firmly established and 
they have given up attempts to outwit the law. 
Even infiltration from the other side of the bor- 
der has decreased to a large extent after it was 
made evident that Israel is firm in this matter, 


But parallel with this progress there also con- 
tinues to exist a severe economic crisis among 
the Arabs. Workers are unemployed, former 
government officials have little hope of finding 
employment, farmers find it difficult to market 
their produce, businessmen suffer from the hard- 
ships involved in obtaining licenses to travel and 
to trade, small storekeepers suffer from a lack of 
customers. The exceptions to this rule are farm- 
ers who did not abandon their villages, but even 
some of these have mistakenly been listed as ab- 
sent and their land registered with the office for 
abandoned property and now they have to pay 
high levies on property that is in fact their own. 
Such cases naturally undermine their faith in the 
good intentions of the government, and declara- 
tions concernig civil equality sound bitter in the 
ears of those who are convinced that the govern- 
ment has robbed them or that it blocks the road 
to their economic recovery. 

I have mentioned before some examples of ac- 
tivities of government departments that are con- 
structive. But these, unfortunately, are few and 
scattered. Most government activities for the 
Arabs take on the character of relief to victims 
of a catastrophe. 

Objective factors in 1949 have interfered to 
a considerable extent with the process of in- 
tegrating the Arabs into the life of Israel. Some 
of the obstacles can be removed by the State. 
Individual Arabs have improved their status but 
the Arab community as a whole has not made ! 
the desired progress, and the relations between 
the government of Israel and its Arab citizens 
have not adavnced to the optimum degree. 
In order to rectify in 1950 what was left un- 
done in 1949 it is essential that a clear, sensible 
and practical policy be drawn up and applied 
with sincerity and consistency. 
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Civil Rights on Peoria Street 


by Mike Hecht 


HE OUTLINES OF THE STORY are 

simple enough. Two young Jewish war 
veterans, friends for many years, tired of living 
in crumbling flats and dingy one-room apart- 
ments, saved a few dollars, pooled their re- 
sources, and purchased a 2-story building at 
5643 S. Peoria Street, in Englewood, a residen- 
tial area on Chicago’s Southwest Side. In Octo- 
ber, Bill Sennett with his wife Gussie and their 
two little daughters, ages 8 and 4, moved into 
the upstairs apartment; two weeks later, Aaron 
Bindman with his wife Louise moved in down- 
stairs. 

A new furnace was needed; there was repair- 
ing, remodeling, painting to be done. Both 
families enthusiastically busied themselves with 
the job of fixing up their new home. While 
they were thus engaged, Not for Sale signs 
began to appear in windows and doorways on 
the block; soon almost every house in the neigh- 
borhood was similarly decorated. In the huge 
Catholic Church—the Visitation Parish Church 
—at the corner of Peoria and 55th (Garfield 
Boulevard), the Monsignor preached a sermon 
requesting good Christians not to sell their 
homes to “undesirables”. An organization al- 
ternately known as the 55th Street Protective 
Home Owners Association and the Garfield Im- 
provement Association sponsored nightly meet- 
ings in the church to organize the community 
on a block-by-block basis for the purpose of 
ridding the community of undesirable elements 
already infiltrated, and to prevent any more 
from entering. 

On Tuesday evening, November 8, his home 
still incompletely furnished, Bindman, who is 
secretary-treasurer of Local 208, International 
Longshoremen and Warehousemen’s Union, 
CIO, held a reception in his home to honor an 
Hawaiian member of the union returning home 
from the CIO convention in Cleveland. In Bind- 
man’s union workers are not classified by color; 
of the 18 shop stewards of his local invited to 
the reception, eight happened to be Negro. 


The author of the above eye-witness account is a young 
Chicago journalist. As in the Peekskill riot, various factors 
entered into the disturbance in Chicago. We publish Mr. 
Hecht’s story in the conviction that no civil rights are 
secure, unless those of every minority group, political, 
religious or racial, are given the protection of our laws. 
The stalling of the Civil Rights program in Congress 
indicates the need for maintaining an alert and informed 


public opinion. 


As if by pre-arranged signal, the alarm was 
spread that Negroes had bought the house at 
5643 South Peoria. In short order, a crowd of 
some 50 neighborhood minutemen were milling 
in front of the house shouting insults against 
Jews and Negroes. 


The following morning, Wednesday, Bindman 
and a delegation of citizens from the South Side 
called at Police Headquarters to demand protec- 
tion. Police Commissioner Prendergast, Deputy 
Commissioner O’Connor, and the chief of uni- 
formed police were all “unavailable”. A visit to 
the Mayor’s office at City Hall evoked a similar 
response. 


During the day, Thomas Wright, head of the 
Mayor’s Commission on Human Relations, 
called upon Captain Storms, the commanding 
officer of the Englewood Police Station, and was 
assured that the police would handle the situa- 
tion. Wright then called upon Commissioner 
Prendergast to recommend that the Commis- 
sioner grant permission for the telephone com- 
pany to make an emergency installation of tele- 
phones in the Bindman and Sennett homes. Hav- 
ing previously refused ‘this request when made 
by Bindman, the Commissioner turned down 
Wright’s recommendation, denying that any 
sort of an emergency existed and expressing 
complete confidence that no serious difficulty 
would develop. 


That night, the neighbors, now about 200 
strong, again gathered in front of the house, 
shouting insults and hurling threats. The three 
policemen assigned to guard the house made no 
attempt to disperse them. Disturbed, another 
member of the Mayor’s Commission on Human 
Relations, Maynard Wishner, contacted Lieuten- 
ant Ahearn of the Englewood Police Station, 
and was told by the lieutenant that “everything 
was all right” and that it was difficult to disperse 
the neighbors because they were neighbors. 
However, to allay any fears, a fourth policeman 
was sent to protect the home. 


By Thursday evening the whole neighborhood 
definitely knew that Negroes had not bought 
the house at 5643 S. Peoria, and that the Bind- 
man and Sennett families intended, not to sell 
it, but to live in it. The anti-Negro phase of 
abuse was almost completely dropped; the neigh- 
bors were now able to restrict themselves exclu- 
sively to anti-Semitism. 
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BOUT 8:30 P.M., SHOUTING, “Let’s go in and 

kill the Jews!” the neighbors stormed the 
front porch. The three policemen protecting 
the front door asked the neighbors please to not 
come any further. At this juncture, Bindman 
and Sennett emerged from the house. Startled, 
and temporarily demoralized by this display of 
audacity, the charge, which had fizzled, now 
died; somewhat confusedly, the neighbors back- 
ed down the steps. Bindman and Sennett re- 
turned inside; the three policemen on the porch 
stood their ground. No arrests were made. 

Presently, six carloads of police re-enforce- 
ments arrived. The neighbors, now some 500 
strong, not counting on this development, re- 
treated across the street to re-group their forces, 
and consider their next venture. The newly- 
arrived police—some 20 of them—like their 
colleagues before them, did nothing to disperse 
the crowd, many of whom were their neighbors, 
too. The neighbors then began an organized 
and continueus barrage of rocks, stones, and 
bricks against the Bindman-Sennett home. The 
police moved out of the line of fire, and from 
their vantage point stood by and watched win- 
dow after window in the house smashed by the 
flying missiles. Every time a rock found its 
target and sent glass splattering among the 
women and children seeking shelter in the home, 
the neighbors would unleash a great cheer. 

Sympathizers of the family summoned by 
frantic phone calls to help defend the home, circu- 
lated among the now-in-a-thoroughly-holiday- 
ish-mood neighbors, quietly urging whoever 
seemed to be merely a curious by-stander to go 
home. Some were promptly beaten up in plain 
sight of the police; others were waylaid on their 
way home and beaten up in privacy. 

Finally, two of the rock-throwers were ar- 
rested, along with two friends of Bindman and 
Sennett who had been beaten-up. At the police 
station, the two rock-throwers were set free; 
the two friends of Bindman and Sennett were 
jailed for disgrderly conduct. 

That day, after three nights of force and 
violence, overthrow of law-and-order, assault 
on property, and destruction of real estate, the 
mayor and the police commissioner consented to 
receive a delegation of citizens composed of 
representatives from the American Jewish Con- 
gress, the National Lawyers Guild, the Civil 
Rights Congress, the trade unions, and other 
organizations, and were prevailed upon to bar- 
ricade Peoria Street from 55th to 57th Streets. 
Permission was granted to install telephones in 
the home. On the surface it was beginning to 
appear as if the emergency nature of the “situ- 
ation” was starting to be recognized. 
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By 8:30 that evening, Armistice Day having 
been properly observed, some 500-1000 neigh. 
bors—men, women, and children—gathered op 
57th between Green and Sangamon. The off. 
cial report of the Mayor’s Commission on Hp. 
man Relations notes: 

“No effort was made by the police to prevent 
the crowd from assembling, or to disperse it 
once it did assemble.” The crowd continued to 
grow—rapidly—-; at its height, estimates varied 
from a low of 2,000 to a high of 5,000; my 
own estimate was that between 9 and 9:30 ap. 
proximately 2,000 to 2,500 people congregated 
on 57th, with another 100 to 350 on surrounding 
streets, Peoria Street having been blocked off, 

It having been feared that the police would 
be no less derelict in their duty on this night 
than they had been the previous three nights, 
Jews, trade-unionists, friends, college students 
and anybody who believed that the invasion of 
the rights and home of a Jew was also an inva- 
sion of his own rights and home, had _ been 
mobilized in greater numbers to come to Peoria 
Street to protect the Bindman-Sennett home 
from the threatened violence and bombings. 

On 57th Street, spotters and spies, operating 
with military intelligence, singled out ‘‘Jews” 
and “outsiders.” These maintained constant 
liaison with forces located at strategic points, and 
moving with great mobility, groups of 10 or 12 
would surround the potential victim, isolate him 
from possible police interference, and pound him 
to a pulp. Most police were only too willing to 
look the other way, and to continue looking the 
other way until the victim was near uncon- 
sciousness or death. The police would then move 
in to arrest the bloody victim and book him for 
disorderly conduct. The manner in which the 
police co-operated with the neighbors prompted 
the conservative, Republican Daily News to 


assert in an editorial the following week entitled, 
Police Job Fumbled: 

“The fact seems to be that in this case the 
sympathies of the police were very largely with 
the mob. The attitude and conduct of some 
policemen seemed almost provocative.” 


INE NEIGHBOR, SHOCKED by the pogrom, 

pleaded with a group of his neighbors to cease 
their assaults, and sought to shame them by 
labeling their behavior as Hitlerism. The snarl- 
ing retort was: 

“The only trouble with Hitler is that he didn’t 
finish the job.” 

A reporter from the Daily News, perturbed 
that an army of 200 police should be party 
to a pogrom, approached a policeman and 
asked him why nothing was being done to pre- 
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yent the assaults and the beatings. The same 
Daily News editorial relates the policeman’s 
reply: the victims were properly beaten because 
they were Communists. 

“How do you know they were Communists?” 
the reporter inquired. 

“Because they were Jews,” 
explained. 

In addition to the stationary groups of 10-12, 
roving gangs toured the neighborhood, collaring 
passersby with such questions as: 

“Are you a Jew?” 

“Where are you from?” 

“Are you a Communist?” 

“What are you doing around here?” 

“Are you a Wallace man?” 

If the ‘outsider” had what they considered 
typical Semitic features they didn’t bother wait- 
ing for an amswer before they began their brass- 
knuckling. 

On Halstead Street, store-windows of Jewish 
merchants were smashed. Twe Jewish business- 
men living in another neighborhood, hearing of 
rioting urried to their stores; they were inter- 
cepted, robbed, hospitalized. An observer from 
the Bnai Brith Anti-Defamation League was 
attacked. An observer from a Catholic or- 
ganization met a similar fate. Two reporters, 
one from the Daily News, the other from the 
Columbia Broadcasting System were chased, 
cornered, and assaulted. A Negro detective, in 
plain clothes, who happened to have wandered 
into the neighborhood escaped with his life by 
firing his service revolver. A Jeep stationwagon 
bearing Ohio license plates was over-turned in 
front of a Halstead streetcar—Bindman owns a 
Jeep stationwagon. 


the policeman 


For the next two weeks, a reign of terror per- 
vaded the area; no Jew dared walk the streets 
of the neighborhood after dark; no one dared 
enter or leave the Bindman-Sennett home alone. 
Two months later a police guard was still posted. 
On the back fence a huge K has been painted. 
Bindman and Sennett have been warned that as 
long as they live in the neighborhood their lives 
and the lives of their families will not be safe. 
At school, the elder of the Sennett daughters 
was pushed around by her class-mates, called a 
“Christ-killer”, “n—r-lover”, etc.; the principal 
of the school indicated that inasmuch as the 
child is as unwanted by the neighbors’ children 
as the parents are by the neighbors, she should 
be sent to another school. Asked why they don’t 
sell-out and move elsewhere, Bindman, speaking 
for both families answered: 

“We intend to fight here now rather than in 
a concentration camp later on. 
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HE RESTRAINT OF THE CHICAGO DAILY PRESS 

in handling this almost week-long pogrom 
was in its own way as remarkable as that of the 
mayor, the police commissioner, and the police. 
Without exception—the liberal Sun-Times, the 
conservative Daily News, the Hearst Herald- 
American, Col. McCormick’s Tribune, the 
world’s greatest newspaper, all at first suppressed 
the story completely, then, they buried it, and 
minimized it with such explanations as an “in- 
cident” arising from “the circulation of false 
rumors.” As John T. McManus wrote in the 
National Guardian, Nov. 18, 1949: 


“The Chicago press treated the week-long 
terror with the same, slight, detached interest it 
might devote to a football crowd trying to tear 
down the goalposts.” 


This restraint assumes an added significance 
when it is considered that normally, sensation 
and violence are the lifeblood of the American 
press, and are usually seized upon avidly. 


On November 1, exactly a week after the 
violence began, the Daily News, which had 
not even mentioned the fact that one of its 
reporters had been attacked, published a decent 
and courageous editorial (previously cited) 
which condemned the violence with no buts, 
ands, ifs, or maybees; yet, whatever the intrinsic 
merit of this editorial, it could serve only to 
bewilder an uninformed reader and doubly be- 
wilder one who had happened to stumble onto 
one cf the under-played misleading news articles 
in the same paper the previous week. The fol- 
lowing day, the Sun-Times also carried an 
editorial, the first half of which condemned the 
mob violence it had not deemed sufficiently 
newsworthy to cover adequately, and blamed 
the police for failing their public trust. 


Such are the bare facts and the broad outlines: 
In a country where the idea “A man’s home is his 
castle” is accepted as gospel, a man invites into 
his home friends and colleagues for a peaceful 
gathering; his neighbors form a mob, which 
begins by shouting anti-Negro epithets and 
winds up with a full-scale 3-day pogrom against 
Jews and “strangers”, bragging it will finish 
what Hitler left undone; the mob is instigated 
and organized by substantial interests; the police 
stand by permitting the violence to develop and 
flare, and in numerous cases, encourage and pro- 
voke the violence, while the mayor and the police 
commissioner are too occupied to intervene, and 
the radio stations have no time and the daily 
newspapers have no space to report the event. 


People in Chicago are wondering about the 
state of civil rights. s 
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JEwisH FRONTIER 


Fall of the Old City 


by Marie Syrkin 


HE 1500 INHABITANTS OF THE OLD 

CITY were actually besieged from February 
till their surrender May 28, 1948. I have heard 
many strictures about the morale of the “old 
men” from professional soldiers. The old men, 
they complained, were not eager to fight. They 
kept babling that the outcome was in God’s 
hands. Some even protested that the Messiah 
would come in his own good time and that secu- 
lar efforts to hasten his arrival were impious. A 
few had so little concern as to which national 
flag hung over the walls that they had been 
ready to raise the white flag. All that mattered 
to them was the Torah which they were willing 
to study under any Caesar. 


“A real ghetto mentality gripped some of 
these Jews. They said they wanted to live for 
God, not die for a Jewish State,” complained 
an Israel commander. 


No doubt the charges were partly justified. 
In the New City, as well as in the Old, there 
existed clerical extremists who saw in all earthly 
measures to affect the course of events, opposi- 
tion to God’s will. In the darkest days of the 
siege, a small fanatical sect known as the n’turei 
Karta (Watchers of the City) had dem- 
onstrated in the streets of Jerusalem with pla- 
cards calling for food, modesty in dress, and 
surrender. The Haganah broke up the proces- 
sion without establishing the comparative value 
of the three demands. The more mundane citi- 
zens of Jerusalem, despite their troubles, had a 
chance to smile at the infinite variety of their 
fellows. As one woman, still haggard from the 
months of semi-famine, put it to me: 

“‘That’s all they had to worry about, ‘modesty 
in dress.’ It would have been funny if not for 
that talk of surrender.” 


Though it is not hard to understand the vexa- 
tion of the Haganah commanders or the more 
worldly civilians, one cannot readily agree with 
the contemptuous charge of cowardice so fre- 
quently whispered. On the contrary, anyone 
who has seen the winding streets, the huddled 
court-yards, the narrow passages of the Old 


We publish this historical account to clarify some of 
the differences between the Old City of Jerusalem and the 
New City outside its walls. The Old City, at present in 
the bands of Abdullah, contains 95% of the Christian 
Holy Places. The Israel Government opposes the inter- 
nationalization of the New City which has recently been 
proclaimed the capital of Israel. 


City, intertwined like a bee-hive and com. 
pressed by the Arab quarter directly adjoining 
must marvel that any group could have held 
out at all in such unlikely surroundings. The age 
distribution and special mentality of the inhabj- 
tants makes the phenomenon of their endurance 
even more startling. 

In normal times the tumult of the world 
did not reach the Old City. Even the revolv- 
tion in speech which had transformed Hebrew 
into a living secular language, had not affected 
many of the inhabitants. One could find chil- 
dren born in Jerusalem who spoke Yiddish to 
their parents and knew Hebrew only as a holy 
script. The youth, naturally, would leave for 
the pagan world outside the great walls as soon 
as they were able. The old folks and children 
remained behind re-inforced periodically by a 
residue of their own youth or by zealots from 
the outside. That such a population, whose 
“quaint” manners and exterior were a standard 
tourist attraction before the war, should have 
displayed the physical stamina to withstand the 
siege for any period of time is cause for more 
admiration than reproof. 

As early as December, Arabs began to block 
the gate leading to the Jewish quarter. When 
they succeeded in blocking Zion Gate complete- 
ly, the population found itself encircled and cut 
off from New Jerusalem, which in turn was 
encircled and cut off from Israel. Permission to 
leave the Old City and safe convoy was offered 
by the British but only with a one-way ticket. 
Those who had affairs to transact in the New 
City could not get out except on the under- 
standing. that they would make no attempt to 
return home. On the other hand, inhabitants 
of the Old City who had been caught outside 
the walls on the day when the gate was blocked, 
could not get back. Mothers, separated from 
small children who were left helpless and un- 
tended in the Old City, begged in vain for per- 


misison to re-enter. Finally, after lengthy nego- | 
tiations with the Haganah, the British allowed | 


special cases to return with the food convoys. 


THE PROBLEM OF DEFENSE was more crucial 

that that of food. Before May 14, the Hag- 
anah succeeded in smuggling in about 100 men. 
In addition, one local platoon (consisting of 
40 men) had been mobilized. This was the sum 
total of those who could be expected to fight. 
All one could ask of the rest was that they 
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endure patiently. As Zion Harush, aged twenty, 
born in the Old City, said charitably when re- 
counting the details of the struggle after his 
return from imprisonment in Transjordan: “Old 
people, what did they understand about war?” 


Between December and May 14, the aim of 
the Haganah was to keep the people occupied 
and to prepare for the attack. Food was rationed 
and distributed. Work details were organized 
to prevent demoralization in the virtual im- 
prisonment of the tight Jewish quarter. Some 
of the men cleaned the narrow streets daily; 
others baked bread with the available flour. Oc- 
casionally it was possible to purchase arms from 
an Arab acquaintance who came secretly from 
the nearby Arab market whose stalls were now 
full of guns as well as the usual knives. The chief 
defense measure was the digging of underground 
cellars to unite the houses whose court-yards 
were in full view of the Arab snipers. 


When the British spotted Haganah soldiers 
they would expel them from the Old City. The 
Palestine government which had declined to re- 
move the Arab road-block from Zion Gate kept 
pressing for the disarmament of the Old City 
and branding the presence of the Haganah as a 
“menace to peace.” The British professed to be- 
lieve that the Arabs would not assail unarmed 
orthodox Jews, a belief which the Jewish Agency 
in Jerusalem termed as “dangerous nonsense” 
taking occasion to remind the Mandatory gov- 
ernment of the Arab massacres of orthodox com- 
munities in the Old City, Safed, and Hebron 
in the years before the Haganah had undertaken 
their defense. 


The British capture of several Haganah com- 
manders added to the terorr of the increasingly 
terrorized population. One must understand in 
what a palpable sense the Old City was isolated 
to appreciate the feelings of the inhabitants. All 
Israel was an encircled pin-point in an Arab 
world yet the individual Israeli saw the world not 
from the point of view of a map but from 
within his Jewish environment. Around him, or 
in back of him were Jewish villages. Even in be- 
sieged Jerusalem, cut off from the rest of the 
land, there were friendly streets and avenues 
which stretched around his house for blocks. In 
the Old City, however, the enemy was on the 
other side of the wall. One could hear him 
breathe and move. One could only escape by re- 
treating further back along the alleys to the 
last Jewish house of a dead-end street. 


On April 27, a Hadassah team under the 
charge of Dr. Abraham Laufer, consisting of 
three doctors, a nurse, and an orderly, entered 
the Old City. Medical headquarters were set up 


19 


in the stone, two story building of the old Mis- 
gav Ladach Hospital, which adjoined a syna- 
gogue. Preparations were made but, as Dr. Lau- 
fer put it later, the prognosis was bad and the 
staff was doing its duty automatically, without 
real hope that a succesful defense could be 
waged. Probably none of them had heard the 
American term “expendable” but they under- 
stood that such was their function. 

Measures to prevent epidemics were taken. 
Flies were beginning to breed and it was urgent 
to spread D.D.T. The water in the cisterns 
was chlorinated. A list of blood-donors was 
compiled. Clean linens were stored, and by 
May 14, fifty white beds and a frigidaire with 
plasma stood in readiness. 

The Arab attack started promptly. On May 
15, the Arab Legion in the Old City began shell- 
ing the Jewish quarter. By May 16, the Hag- 
anah radioed to the command in the New City: 
“Our position is desperate; they break through 
from every side.” And another message, sent 
several hours later read: “Send help—Arabs are 
attacking Misgav Ladach.” (the hospital whose 
name meant “Help to the Destitute”). 


FROM may 16 To May 28, THE AGONIZED 

messages were received sometimes at intervals 
of twenty minutes. And to the plea for help 
would come the stern injunction: “Hold out.” 
The exchanges of May 16 were typical of the 
next ten days. At 4 P.M. the message read: 
“Arabs have broken into the houses, some want 
to surrender.” At 6 P.M. of the same day: “No 
munitions whatsoever; send help; we cannot 
hold out; how long are you going to wait.” And 
the answer came: “Hold out one more hour; 
help will come.” 

On May 17, at 11:30 A.M., the message from 
within the Old City announced: Arabs inform 
us that if we don’t surrender by 12 P.M. they’ll 
repeat massacre of Kfar Etzion.” To which came 
the calm rejoinder: ‘The Arabs see our prepara- 
tions and know that you are not alone. Don’t 
lose your nerve and think of the seriousness of 
the situation.” 

The appeals for help would be punctuated 
by directions as to specific localities to be shelled 
so as to stem the Arab advance. But the Hag- 
anah command outside the Old City would be 
unable to take advantage of the information 
for fear that their shells would strike a shrine 
or church. This failure added to the torment of 
the besieged who could not sympathize with 
this regard for religious edifices when their lives 
were at stake. 

Despite the threats of surrender, the Old City 
continued to hold out, but the messages grew 
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more desperate and peremptory: On May 17, 
at 5:30 P.M. they radioed: “The one hour for 
which you asked yesterday is over. We are in 
an area of a few yards. If you want to find 
fewer people massacred, let us know when help 
comes.” 

And twenty minutes later: “There is no sense 
repeating ‘hold out a little while.’ Help should 
come at once. Where are our forces? The mes- 
sages from the town are ridiculous. Thirty-six 
hours have passed since this hour yesterday. 
Bomb and shell (names position) .” 


In the meantime, the Haganah in the New 
City was trying desperately to break through 
Zion Gate and effect a juncture with the Jewish 
quarter. Not only were the Jewish forces handi- 
capped by a lack of arms and men at a time 
when all Jerusalem was under Arab attack, but 
in addition, the Arabs knew that the only pos- 
sible place for a break through was at Zion 
Gate. The mighty walls of the Old City were 
to heavy to be stormed. This meant that the 
Jews lost the advantage of surprise. Nightly 
the Har-El Brigade of the Palmach, which had 
fought its way to Jerusalem, strove to breach 
the gate, while the Arabs, entrenched behind 
the shelter of the thick walls shot at them 
through loop-holes. 


As the Arabs captured house after house in 
the Old City, the Jews converged to the small 
cluster of buildings formed by the hospital and 
the synagogue. They over-flowed the court- 
yard, the rooms and the shelter. Though the 
court-yard was not safe, they hoped that the 
Red Cross flag raised ever a hospital would pro- 
tect them. 

The hope was ill-founded; the Red Cross flag 
was shot to ribbons almost immediately by 
snipers from the Haram-Es-Sheriff Mosque. - 


Since electricity had been cut off as soon as 
the battle started, difficult abdominal operations 
had to be performed by the light of electric 
torches. The exhaustion from which the few 
defenders suffered made even light wounds 
serious. 


The burial of the dead presented a special 
problem. According to religious tradition there 
may be no interment within the walls of the 
Holy City. At first bodies were stored in the 
hospital’s mortuary but this soon over-flowed. 
Neither was cremation permitted. Finally, to 
avert an epidemic, the religious injunction was 
waived and a common grave was dug in an 
open square. To the rigorously observant Jews 
of the Old City this was profanation. The chil- 
dren, were as brave and lively a lot as elsewhere 
in Israel. Boys of 10 and 11 maintained com- 
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munication between the posts of the defenders, 
Little boys with ear-locks and skull-caps carried 
messages under fire as efficiently as their short. 
cropped counter-parts in the collective settle. 
ments. 


THE MEDICAL PERSONNEL NEVER SLEPT more 

than three hours in the twenty-four. When 
the situation appeared to be completely hope- 
less, Dr. Laufer made a little speech to his staff, 
He said, as one of them recalled: “You are right; 
we are lost, unless a mess (miracle) occurs. But, 
look here, every man who has to die is afraid, 
Mostly there is no sense in dying. This time 
there is some sense. You must imagine that you 
are in the holiest place in Jewish history. This 
is your chance.” 

Dr. Laufer believes that these words had a 
real effect on his staff. He added a less spiritual 
stimulus by insisting that they shave daily. 

But whatever the morale of the young and 
active, the endurance of the old people was be- 
ing strained to the breaking point. They hud- 
dled in the last refuge of the ancient Yohanan 
Ben Zakai synagogue where wards for the 
wounded and dying had been set up after the 
second story of the hospital proved unsafe. The 
operating room was lined with holy books, and 
medicines and dressings had to be placed in 
closets reserved for scrolls. The medical staff 
had the unenviable task of ejecting unwounded 
women and children from the comparative 
safety of the wards because medical treatment 
became impossible in the congestion. 


The latrines were in the court-yard. When 
the shelling reached a point where people either 
had the choice of practically certain death by 
venturing into the midst of falling shells or 
defiling the precincts of the synagogue the limit 
had been reached. (As always in such condi- 
tions, dysentery was on the up grade.) 


Outside the synagogue the hundred odd fight- 
ers tried to push back the Arabs swarming into 
the streets. They shot from the roof-tops in a 
manner reminiscent of the Warsaw ghetto 
battles of 1943. The Arabs then began to dyna- 
mite each house, one by one. Like the Jews, 
the Arabs knew each foot and hole of the Old 
City; the few streets ef the Jewish quarter were 
familiar territory. 


On the midnight of May 19,, the awaited 
“miracle” took place: the Palmach broke through 
Zion Gate and brought in re-inforcements and 
munitions. 

The Palmach operation had been in charge 
of the legendary Uzi, the 25 year old Palestinian 
youth who had commanded the forces that cap- 
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tued Castel. His order to the troops had a spe- 
cial ring: 

“You stand before the walls of Jerusalem. For 
1870 years no Jew has climbed them. Tonight 
you will mount them.” 


It had taken the Legions of Titus three ye*rs 
to break through one of the massive ramparts. 
Now the Porzim (“breakers through”) of the 
Palmach were trying to blast Zion Gate through 
which the main drive had to be made. The Pal- 
etine Post of May 20 described the operation: 


“At exactly 3:15 two young Palmach sappers 
crawled across the faintly moonlit field to Zion 
Gate itself, planted their charge and crawled 
back under cover of the heavy softenings-up 
fire their comrades maintained. This operation is 
laconically referred to as “withdrawing” but 
was, in this case at least, a full military operation 
demanding the utmost training and steel nerves 
if it is to be carried out without exposing one- 
self to the enemy’s return fire. 


“Within five minutes, when the smoke had 
cleared enough for the men to see that the 
Arabs sand-bags and towering curtain of barbed 
wire blocking the gate had been properly blasted 
away, members of the Palmach, the “Porzim” 
(those who break through), stormed into the 
walled area, and within 15 minutes had tossed 
their grenades into the ring of Arab defense 
posts opposite them and cleared the path to the 
Jewish Quarter, 150 metres away. Seconds later, 
when the wireless operator shouted up to us 
‘they’re inside,’ we heard the rumble of an 
armoured car as it toiled up Mt. Zion, bringing 
supplies.” 


At 4:15 A.M. the radio from the Old City 
flashed joyous news: “We have met.” 


BUT THE Joy WAS SHORT-LIVED. Tanks and 

cannon were rolling against Jerusalem from 
Jericho. The Palmach could not be spared. The 
Porzim had to return after storming the gate. 
The men they had brought with them were 
members of the civil guard, brave and willing 
but with little training and experience. Not 
many hours later, a radio complained: ‘““The men 
you sent are inadequate. Send the Palmach; the 
whole quarter has to be stormed.” 


At 8:15 P.M. of May 20, came the despairing 
message: ““The Arabs have taken the Nissim Bek 
Synagogue. We cannot drive them out.” And 
again from the outside came the insistent: “Hold 
out; reinforcements will arrive in time; be 
strong.” a 

On the morning of May 21, more arms 
reached the defenders by parachute but also the 
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news that reinforcements had not succeeded in 
breaking through again. 

On the same day an Arab broad-cast was 
picked up which boasted: “The Jews have re- 
newed their desperate attempts to save the en- 
circled Jews in the Old City by attacking 
churches... all these attacks have been repulsed 
with heavy casualties. The great synagogue of 
the Jews has been stormed after clearing out the 
evil Jews.” 

The rabbis within the Old City asked for a 
cease-fire to evacuate the wounded, women and 
children, But the question had to be brought 
before the representative of U.N.O. who had 
to negotiate the terms of a truce. This meant 
further delay. 

The monotonous drama continued. At 2 A.M. 
of the 25th, the news came from the outside: 
“Our men have broken through,” but at 4:15 
A.M., it was followed by the announcement, 
“They did not succeed in establishing a link 
and we are returning. 

The commander in the Old City radioed back 
at 10 A.M.: “Last night’s failure has broken peo- 
ple’s spirit altogether. At least parachute muni- 
tions.” And at 11:30 A.M., came the terse 
tidings: ““No commanders left.” 

On the morning of May 26 a plane circled 
the quarter four times and dropped munitions 
by parachute, but apparently nothing reached 
the defenders. They radioed: “We have net re- 
ceived anything; send plane again.” 

At 10 P.M. the Arabs tried an old trick. 
‘Through loud-speakers and amplifiers—the words 
could be heard even in Yenim Moshe the ortho- 
dox quarter outside the walls—they threatened: 
“Surrender within 7 hours because all the Jews 
of Jerusalem are about to surrender.” To the 
dispirited population, the false information that 
all Jerusalem was on the verge of surrender was 
the last blow. 

A cease-fire could not be negotiated because 
one of the Arab demands was that the Haganah 
abandon Mount Zion, a position vital to the de- 
fense of Jerusalem. Messages from the outside 
kept heartening the population: ““We prepare a 
sure larger operation for your rescue. Fire only 
at targets (to save ammunition).” 

At 10:02 P.M. the Old City sent ont the 
news: “The Hurva Synagogue has been de- 
stroyed; there is no bread.” 


At 6 A.M. on the 28th, the outside commander 
was still urging: “Hold out for a day; we shall 
try again at night,” but at 1:30 P.M. he agreed 
to a cease-fire. The situation was hopeless. The 
Yokannan Ben Zakai Synagogue was completely 
encircled, and the munitionless defenders knew 
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that they would be unable to prevent a whole- 
sale massacre of the wounded and civilians once 
the Arabs broke into this last retreat. 


PERMISSION To suRRENDER had been given 


reluctantly; preparations for the long-prom- 
ised “large operation” were actually being made 
for that night because the first onslaught of the 
Arab armies on New Jerusalem had already been 
withstood. But from Mt. Zion, the Haganah 
commanders could see the hopeless case of the 
surrounded synagogue. The risk of waiting an- 
other 24 hours was too great. 


When the commanders entered after the sur- 
render terms, which called for the imprisonment 
of all those of military age and the release of 
women and children, had been signed, they found 
it hard to believe that this pathetic handful had 
withstood the Legion for two weeks. Even for 
the Arahs it was not a glorious victory. 


Long lines of women, children and old men 
staggered through Zion Gate to the Haganah 
lines. 294 men of military age, a group which in- 
cluded the surviving soldiers and all civilian males 
except the very aged, were led into captivity 
to Amman. 


The medical staff remained behind with 120 
seriously wounded who were to be evacuated 
the next day to the Armenian Convent. A guard 
of the Arab Legion had been provided. Never- 
theless, Arab mobs surrounded the hospital, striv- 
ing to break in and savor the triumph to the 
full. The rabble could be seen through the win- 
dows armed with rifles, daggers and hand gren- 
ades. While looting the surrounding houses, they 
had set fire to the buildings. Fire began to sweep 
toward the hospital and the choice seemed to 
be that of burning to death or being massacred 
by that mob. 


Dr. Laufer appealed to an officer of the Arab 
Legion stationed in the hospital. The officer 
offered to communicate with his chief Abdullah 
Tal, but it was obvious that there was no time 
to wait for answers. Neither the fire nor the 


mob could be checked. 


Dr. Laufer made another speech—this time, 
not in Hebrew but in Pidgin-nEglish: ““Me-off- 
cer-you-officer—not let honor of Arab Legion 
be stained.” 


The Arab officer went out to the mob and 
fired into the air. The mob recoiled and held 
back till more soldiers of the Arab Legion ar- 
rived. According to witnesses, the Arab soldiers 
bravely carried out the wounded, saving them 
from being burned to death and protecting them 
from the excited mob. 
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The Legion had also protected the sad-eyed 
lines of 1200 civilians who had filed through 
Zion Gate. “It was quite a job protecting thes 
Jews from the 40-50,000 Arabs, but the Legion 
saw to it that not a single Jew was harmed op 
the way out,” proudly said the Legion com. 
mander to the correspondents who watched the 
surrender. 


The same could not be said for the Jewish 
quarter. The 27 synagogues had been system. 
atically dynamited by the Arabs and the Jewish 
homes reduced to rubble. “Like Stalingrad or 
Berlin” reported the neutral correspondents who 
had been permitted to roam among the shell- 
torn remains of houses and of rubbish which 
were all that was left of homes, religious school 
and ancient sanctuaries. 


Almost all the Christian sanctuaries of the 
Holy Land were in the Old City. They are still 
there, intact not because of Christian interfer- 
ence with the savage Arab bombardment of the 
quarter, but because the Haganah more than 
once withheld its fire. The Jews cannot forget 
that they alone saved Jerusalem from total de- 
struction. 
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DEBBI ONCE CAME to a town and asked: 
Where are the N’turei Karta, the Ward- 
ens of the Town? So they showed him the gen- 
darmes, the police, the soldiers. Says he: No! 
Those are the Wreckers of the Town; the Ward- 
ens of the Town are they who study Torah and 
observe the commandments.” This legend is the 
source of the name of the Jerusalem group of 
Orthodox fanatics who “do not recognize” the 
State of Israel, the N’turei Karta, as their leader 
and theorist, Reb Aharon Katzenellenbogen, ex- 
plained to me. At a time when the towns of 
Eretz Israel are filled with “‘militarists,” says he, 
his group chose the name “‘wardens of the town” 
for themselves, and for the Jews with arms—the 
name “wreckers of the town.” 
It was rumored about the N’turei Karta almost 
a year ago that during the siege of Jerusalem they 
planned to go out under a white flag and surrend- 
er to Abdullah. This rumor is now denied. It 
is true that they made a slight demonstration; 
but not during the fighting, during the truce. 
Secondly, they marched to the Jewish Agency, 


‘| not to Abdullah, and demanded that fighting 








* 





should not be resumed, but in God’s name, 
make peace. 

“Are you sure that they marched to the Agen- 
cy building?” I asked a young man in a shop 
in Meah Shearim Street in Jerusalem, in the midst 
of the ultra-Orthodox section. 

“What do you mean? Didn’t I see them my- 
self going up there (pointing west, to Chancellor 
Street), and not down there (pointing east), 
where the Arabs are. Besides,” the young man 
added, “it stands to reason, doesn’t it? They 
would be afraid to go down there, to Abdullah, 
wouldn’t they?” 


Very few in Jerusalem know more about the 
N’turei Karta than what appears in the papers, 
and everyone whom I asked about them was as- 
tonished at my interest. The editor of a paper 
published by the ultra-Orthodox Agudat Israel 
told me that the group once belonged to the 
Agudah, but left in the thirties. They were ex- 
pelled in fact, said the Orthodox journalist. They 
are a weak group, without any significance even 
in the Orthodox camp. The young man in the 
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The small but curious fanatical sect described by Mr. 
Eck has figured in the news in connection with the debates 
concerning Jerusalem. This first hand account will serve 
to ecquaint our readers with its size and significance. 


N’turei Karta: Who Are They ? 


by Nathan Eck 


shop had also told me that they might count as 
many as a hundred men. 

“They must be organized, since they put on 
these demonstrations,” I half questioned my Or- 
thodox fellow-journalist. 

“If you can call it organized,” he replied, 
“Everything is concentrated in their synagogue. 
If anything comes up, they talk it over after the 
prayers and that’s all.” 


“Where is their synagogue? What is it called?” 


“It’s called ‘Torah ve-Yirah’—Torah and Piety 
—on Meah Shearim. Its a synagogue and a 
yeshivah as well. Look for Reb Aharon Katzen- 
ellenbogen there,” the Orthodox journalist ad- 
vised me. And so I did. 


THE building which housed that yeshivah and 
synagogue bore no sign or advertisement of what 
it contained. Only on mounting the stairs did 
I notice an inscription ‘Torah ve-Yirah, written 
in a childish scrawl on the wall. 

The hallway and the stairs were dusty, dingy, 
unkempt, and smelled unpleasantly—a replica 
of the old-time Aheder in a Polish or Galician 
small town forty years ago. The synagogue was 
on the second floor. It was past noon, and I 
found no one there but one solitary man teach- 
ing a lesson in the Talmud to a boy. From him 
I learned that the yeshivah was “above,” and 
among the students I would find one of Katzen- 
ellenbogen’s sons, and he would tell me where 
and when one could meet his father. 

Up one flight was the yeshivah. It was divided 
into two rooms, one of them filled with children 
seated around tables, in the other room—the 
yeshivah itself. The second room was laid out 
like a synagogue, and was apparently used for 
prayer also. At the entrance was a tub to wash 
one’s hands in, and a couple of young men with 
curled earlocks—on one, they reached to the 
shoulder—were engaged there. I asked if Rabbi 
Katzenellenbogen’s son were present. Instead of 
answering, they smiled, then laughed. Evidently 
my whole appearance—a Jew in a straw hat, 
shaven, and without earlocks—seemed ludicrous: 
of course they had seen such creatures in the 
street, but to have one of them climb up into 
their yeshivah of Torah and Piety—that made 
them laugh. 

Eventually, young Katzenellenbogen came up 
to me. He was a tall youngster of sixteen or 
seventeen, with a somewhat fleshy face, but a 
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quiet, courteous voice. What? His father? He’s 
at home now. Would he take me there? Certain- 
ly, why not?—and he went along with me. I 
tried to make conversation in order to learn 
something from him. But he was shy and barely 
answered. As we walked on, he asked me where 
I came from. I said it was not easy to answer 
that question, I had lived in different cities and 
countries. 

“It’s only one question,” said he, “but a lot of 
answers. ...” 

“In Tel Aviv it’s much hotter than here,” I 
said, to keep the conversation alive. 

“Oh, you’re a stranger,” he gasped, in a slight 
panic, “Sholem aleikhem!” 

He hastily gave me his hand to shake, so as to 
lese no time in observing the commandment he 
had almost missed: to greet the stranger... . 

“I didn’t know, I thought you lived in Jeru- 
salem,” he apologized. 

He found his father lying on a sofa when we 
entered. 

“Papa,” the bey murmured and took his 
leave. 


Tue father arose with a sleepy look and a rosy, 
wrinkled cheek: “Sholem aleikhem!” 

“Aleikhem sholem!” 

“Please sit down.” 

Reb Aharon Katzenellenbogen is a man of 
forty or fifty with a black, somewhat graying 
little beard. His eyes, his sallow-skinned face, 
his movements, and above all his voice betray at 
once a man of temperament, a strong-willed and 
fanatical character. 

I told him at once what I wanted of him: an 
interview for the American Jewish press about 
his group. 

“No!” he said decisively, and emphasized his 
refusal with a jerk of the head and a chop of 
the hands. 

“Why not? Jews read vague accounts of the 
N’turei Karta in the press, and they would like 
to know who they are, what they believe, what 
they want. Do you want to keep it a secret?” 

To which he replied with a rabbinical quota- 
tion: “When they save, do thou expend, when 
they expend, do thou save. That is to say, When 
there is an audience for the wisdom of Torah, 
don’t spare your words, but lavish them, let them 
take. But when the Torah is held cheaply, you 
save, gather it in, don’t give it out.” 

I tried to convince him that readers of Jewish 
periodicals are loyal Jews, and many among them 
pious. To this, he answered with an analogy: 


“England fought Germany and bombed the 
German cities. Did it make any sense to argue 
that Munich or Dresden, let us say, were right- 
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eous cities? The Germans there were decent peo. 
ple—they should be spared bombing? No! 
There was no distinction—everything under the 
name of Germany was crushed. It’s just the samé 
when you try to tell me that in the camp of the 
free thinking sinners there are a few better, pious 
Jews, too... .” 

“But England never refused to try to talk 
to the Germans and influence them. They tried 
in every posstble way to do it. If you do use this 
analogy, the conclusion is not to be stubborn, 
but to say what you have to say.” 

But the Rabbi had already plunged into a tor- 
rent of talk anyway, and it was no longer neces- 
sary to plead with him. He delivered a lecture 
to me that lasted an hour and a half. It was a 
queer mixture of acumen and nonsense, shrewd- 
ness and naivete (particularly as to politics), 
ethical refinement—and barbarism. 

I sat and listened and said little. It was impos- 
sible, of course, to take notes. Hence, I herewith 
transcribe his speech as I remember it, not word 
for word, but true to content, using his language 
as I recollect it. 


Au. the trouble comes from a single source, 
Reb Aharon Katzenellenbogen began his lecture, 
it comes from Jews’ wanting to imitate the 
goyim. All you hear is culture, culture, that you 
have to become cultured. You have to have a 
table cloth, use a knife, or you’re not a human 
being, you’re a “dirty Jew.” Psh . . . nonsense! 
What we can learn from the goyim! 

And because of that “Kultur,” that table cloth 
(that’s where it begins!), we gave up our treas- 
ure, our greatness. “Hath a nation changed their 
gods which are yet no gods?” says the prophet 
But the verse should not be understood as a ques- 
tion. The goyim change their gods, why not? 
“Which are yet no gods” —their gods are nothing, 
so they may change them. But that we Jews 
should change?—God forbid. But the free think- 
ers, the Zionists, did change. 

The world of the goyim is full of ferocity, 
robbery, deceit, and wickedness. What have we 
to learn from them? They know only that one 
must work in order to eat, and eat in order to 
work, and after working one must sleep to get 
strength to work. This is the life of cattle. Well, 
then, Jews go and take over from the goyim 
this cattle wisdom! 


There is no justice in the world of the go-yim, 
no grace and mercy. I remember—Reb Aharon 
heaves a sigh—Jerusalem in my youth. It was a 
city of grace! People sought out those who were 
really needy, who really had no one, in order to 
help out such a man—and gain true merit. And 
what has happened now? Even hospitals cost a 
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fortune of money. Why? Because the nurse has 
to get three pounds a day. She can’t do with less. 
We have a Histadrut that sees to it she gets more 
and more money and does less and less work. All 
that is aping the goyim. Among us Jews, Reb 
Israel Salanter used to say, What does it mean 
to serve the Almighty with body and soul? It 
means in another’s body and in your soul; you 
must care for another’s body, feed him, heal him, 
and thereby you care for your own soul. 


In the same way, the state, the army, force— 
all copied from the goyim. What good does the 
state do us, I ask you? Good—my daughter waits 
in line, so she gets half a kilo of onions. Tomor- 
row she’ll stand in line again and get potatoes. 
What have I got from the State? What good is it? 


Perhaps a little security? I interjected. 

Fine security! Jews have never before been in 
such danger as now. What are we? Who are we? 
We are small, weak, we are nothing. If, God 
forbid, the time should ever come, we have no- 
where to run to. On one side the sea, on all other 
sides goyim, enemies, savages. The Arabs—they’re 
worse than the Germans. The German would fool 
you, tell you to take along a handkerchief, to go 
to the washroom, and there was the poison. But 
the Arab cuts flesh from the living body. So 
what good was it? Only for the prestige! Noth- 
ing more! Goyim have states, governments, min- 
isters—so Jews wanted to have them, too.... 


Lord Almighty! What we Jews have lived 
through—and we came through everything. 
Why? How are we stronger than others? Our 
flesh (here Reb Aharon pinches his hand to show 
me “the flesh”) is no stronger than other people’s 
flesh. Then it was some other power! Not of the 
flesh but of the spirit, a divine power that we 
possess. So we change this power for a state, an 
army, for culture. ... 

Reb Aharon speaks with passion. His face 
gtows pale, his fingers tremble, his voice grows 
deep and solemn. His daughter (the one who got 
the onions . . .) had brought him a few thin 
cigarettes, and he smokes them one after another. 
He splits the cigarettes and smokes the halves, 
inhaling the smoke and sucking the butts with 
great appetite. He rises from his stool, stretching, 
makes a sweeping gesture, and says nostalgically: 


We Jews always had such a power, such a pow- 
er. Spirit, brains, understanding. Was it ever hard 
for us to deal with the goyim by our wits? What 
did we need politics, the state for? At most we 
needed the rights of man, beyond that we needn’t 
have been concerned with politics. 

Who, according to your view should have 
governed here in Eretz Israel? I asked, The Arabs? 
The British? 
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Whoever wanted to! Let them fight it out 
among themselves! What do we care? Now it’s 
tough. Now we're in a corner. We're like an 
Oswievim here today! What do you think? Eng- 
land didn’t foresee it? Didn’t they plan it just 
so as to concentrate the few Jews here and ruin 
them? What else? Why did they leave? Do you 
suppose they got frightened of the terrorists? 
Just the reverse, they created terrorism, they 
worked it out so cunningly that we ran ourselves 
into the trap. Certainly! What else? They wan- 
ted to give Eretz Israel to the Jews. Besides, was 
it theirs? 

When a delegation came to Eretz Israel after 
the First World War, they called together repre- 
sentatives of the people for an inquiry. Then 
Rabbi Sonnenfeld, of blessed memory, was called 
too, and they asked him: Do Jews want them to 
help in getting Eretz Israel? Rabbi Sonnenfeld 
answered with a parable: A flesh and blood king 
had a servant whom he loved exceedingly. And 
he promised to give him a present. Not only did 
he promise by word'of mouth, but he put it in 
writing. Even more, the king took an oath to 
give him the gift. Only, he didn’t set a date for 
making his gift. Is it conceivable that the king’s 
beloved servant, after all this, should go, for ex- 
ample, to some soldier and ask him, the simple 
soldier, to get him the gift? If he did, he would 
only show he had no faith in his king, in his word 
and oath. The King of Kings gave us Jews a 
promise, a written bond, an oath—what point 
is there in our going to ask flesh and blood for 
what the Creator promised us! 

They keep on talking about freedom, that we 
had to fight for freédom, and now therefore, 
we are free. Let me tell you a parable: A sick 
man lies in a hospital, taking a long cure, with- 
out being healed. He would like very much to 
leave the hospital, go out in the street like every- 
one else—so what? Does he need freedom? Would 
he go to the professor and say: Professor, give 
me back my freedom? Never! He would say: 
Cure me, let me get well! Freedom need not be 
discussed. Let him get well, and he’ll leave the 
hospital anyway. We Jews are sick! The Exile 
is our hospital. So we should see we get well, 
become worthy of coming out of Exile. That 
is the question, not “freedom.” 

When he referred to Oswiecim, I asked him 
if he could explain Hitler’s slaughter of the Jews. 
Why did it happen? There we certainly did not — 
want a state, then why were we exterminated? 
To that he answered that the reason was obvious: 
Because of culture, because we simply want to 
become cultured... . 

What ought we to do now, in your opinion? 
I asked at the close. ’ 
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There’s nothing to be done any more, the 
thing has gone too far. Could you ask the Jews 
who were already in Oswiecim what they plan- 
ned to do? Nobody had any counsel for them 
either. Only the Creator could save them. Just 
so with us. How to save ourselves? I don’t know, 
I don’t see how, only the Almighty can save us. 

When I asked what relation there was between 
N’turei Karta and Agudat Israel, Reb Aharon 
answered that the Agudah is an organization of 
Orthodox Jews, but not of Orthodox Judaism. . . 
What does that mean? Yes, pious Jews do belong 
to the Agudah. Each member is Orthodox him- 
self. But the organization does not fight for an 
Orthodox Jewry—as you can see, from their 
going into the government with the Zionists. 


Tue N’turei Karta publish a four page sheet 
called Hakhomah—The Wall. It appears irreg- 
ularly, written in a slipshod lame Hebrew—and 
is very hard to obtain. It took a great deal of 
effort for me to get the issue of 20 Iyar 5709. 
The four small sides of that single issue illustra- 
ted very pointedly the character of N’turei Karta. 
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The State of Israel is called by them “the Sad. 
ducean State”; they evidently regard themselyg 
as heirs of the old Pharisees. One writer, Jacob 
Sofer, considers the question: How was it possibl 
for the sinful Zionists to set up a State, although 
it is opposed to the Torah and all the early an 
later commentators? The reply is: “The Stat 
exists only because of us, the pious Jews, in orde 
to test us, and see if we will remain loyal to Gof 
and His holy Torah, if we will give up our livs 
rather then swerve by a hair from ali that w 
received from our fathers and our teachers,” 
““We believe that the State has no right to exist, 
as the prophet Ezekiel said: ‘And that which 
cometh into your mind shall not be at all, tha 
ye say, the House of Israel will be as all the 
goyim!” Then the author argues that we are 
living in Messianic times, “and in such a time 
particularly the Jewish people must be tested 
and purified.” The state is a severe trial, “but 
the good, pious, and faithful sons of Israel wil 
withstand temptation and not follow Baal, bu 
the living God of Israel.” 


New Life for Hebrew Drama 


by G. Hanoch 


THE LACK OF AN ORIGINAL Hebrew 

drama is at present the main problem of the 
Hebrew theatre. In the first days of political 
independence there has become increasingly ap- 
parent a lack of creative-eultural independence, 
especially in the field of art. One cannot escape 
the fact that we are rich mainly in the art of 
execution, while our nucleus of original creative 
work in music, art and theatre is still feeble. 
We boast of a symphony orchestra whose in- 
terpretation of the classical works of German, 
French and other composers is of a high stand- 
ard, but our Hebrew music, rooted in folk 
songs and native music—(lullabies, children’s 
songs, folk-songs, shepherds’ melodies, folk- 
dances and festival tunes) is still in its infancy. 
The same applies to art: Despite the multitude 
of nuances, trends and accomplishments of 
Israel’s painters and sculptors in the plastic arts, 
there are as yet only a few paintings which 
truly interpret the native landscape. The utili- 
zation of local national themes is still poor, while 
the influence or tradition, ancient ornamenta- 
tion and of an original Hebrew style has not 
made itself adequately felt. The same is true of 
the theatre: Despite the high standard of acting 
and production which our Hebrew theatre has 


reached in the thirty years of its existence, and 
despite the varied repertoire of its main com: 
panies (the “Habima” “Ohel” and “Chamber” 
theatres)—our original drama—which is after 
all the mainstay of theatrical art is still very 
weak. This weakness is all the more obvious 
now because of the abundance of dramatic pos- 
sibilities of the dynamic life of the Yishuv and 
of the State of Israel. The theatre has not been 
able to capture the great drama of this period. 
Out of some 150 plays which our veteran 
theatres, the “Ohel” and “Habima” have pre- 
sented in twenty five years of theatrical activity, 
which included many classical and modern Jew: 
ish plays of every type—only a few are origin 
Hebrew works taken from the life of the coun- 
try; and even those are recent creations pro 
duced under immediate pressures and influences 


It is, however, wrong to suppose that there i 
no dramatic literature in Hebrew; there ha 
been one for many generations. The theatre ur- 
fortunately did not know how to exploit it 
No actors or producers were close enough 
Hebrew literature for that purpose; consequent: 
ly, an original Israeli theatre style capable o 
adapting Hebrew Biblical drama and Hebrew 
renaissance literature was not created. 
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TIL RECENTLY no attempt has been made 
to interpret or give new life to Hebrew 
drama. There is no satisfactory book dealing 
with the theatre or the history of literature. 


The history of Hebrew drama actually begins 
formally during the Renaissance and is rough- 
ly 350 years long: It starts with the “Mar- 
tiage Comedy” (1618), by the dramatist Ye- 
huda de Sumy, who was the Princesses’ Court 
Playwright and choreographer in Mantua, Italy. 
He wrote a number of books on the theatre 
and drama (some of which were recently trans- 
lated into Russian). He was followed by Moshe 
akkut of Amsterdam (who went to school 
with Spinoza), who was the author of Tofteh 
Arouch and Yesod Olam (‘The Foundation of 
the World,”) which is the story of Abraham’s 
life and fight against the idols of Terah. In 
the same period Joseph Pinso composed his an- 
cent allegoric play Assiray Hatikvah (The 
Prisoners of Hope”), in which the characters 
represent the good and evil impulses in man. 
Then, at the start of the 18th Century, come 
the works of Ramhal (Moshe Hayim Luzatto) : 
Shimshon, Migdal-Oz and Le-Yesharim Tehila, 
the outstanding works of the full bloom of the 
Hebrew Renaissance. After the Ramhal there 
followed a long period in which enlightened 
playwrights initiated his style in Biblical plays 
(about Joseph, Esther, Saul and others), and a 
sries of allegorical moral plays lauding labour, 
working on the land and the simple life. After 
this came plays on Zionist and Palestinian themes 
which were written on the threshold of the 


Second Alyah. 


This cycle of dramatic creation is full of in- 
terest from the ethno-geographical angle. It 
embraces the multivaried nuances of Spain, Hol- 
land and Italy, the Emancipation of Berlin- 
Koenigsberg and the new folk vitality of Poland, 
Galicia and Palestine. 


Mr. Yaari’s bibliographical key to the Hebrew 
drama enumerates 600 works. In a new edition 
which would have appeared two years ago save 
for the explosion in Hasolel Street (in which all 
manuscripts were destroyed)—but which will 
doubtless appear shortly, the number of works 
listed is 1200, including a large number of chil- 
dren’s plays as well as translations from world 
drama. Also included are many plays which 
appeared in several editions. This leaves some 
two hundred original Hebrew plays written in 
the past three to four hundred years. Most of 


t} them are suitable for presentation after a cer- 


tain amount of editing, provided the theatre’s 
Production harmonizes with their plots and 
Periods, 
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‘THE Most INTERESTING and in some ways as- Berkovitch (many plays based on Shalom Alg. 
tonishing fact which comes to light after seri- chem stories) ; Shimonowitz, Fichman, Hameir, 
ous research into the subject is the continuity Hazaz, Burla and Scheinberg as well as Jacob 
of this branch of creative work, starting from Steinberg, Itzhak Katzenelson, Kabak, Ano}j 
the rebirth of Hebrew literature to this day. and many others. Finally, there is a whole list of 
There was hardly a single writer of note who young playwrights whose works have been pre. 
did not write plays, or at least translate and sented in our Hebrew theatres: Ashman, Bj. 
adapt some even though no Hebrew theatre tritzky, EverHadani, Bar Yossef, Moshe Shamir 
existed. The diligence and vitality displayed Yigal Mossensohn and Sh. Shalom. 
under such circumstances is impressive. Numer- The most striking fact about the new en 
@us writers, poets, scholars and famed rabbis in both literature and the theatre is that th 
made their names as playwrights: Zakkut, Ram- most popular of our contemporary novelists ar 
hal, Adam Ha Cohen, Franco Mendes, Wolfsohn those whose works have recently been success: 
(who created the first Yiddish drama) —all on the stage. Ashman and Mossensohn in 
from the Renaissance and Haskala periods, while the ‘“Habima,” Bar-Yossef in the ‘“Ohel’ 
later periods boast of Hayim Cohen, Shalom Shamir in the “Chamber” and Sh. Shalom in 
Cohen, Rabbi J. L. Landao (a South African the Opera (Dan Hashomer). Ashman is the 
who wrote over ten plays), as well as the play- author of the play on the pioneering period in 
wright of Poland and Galicia. Most of our con- NHedera (Ha-adama Hazot). Bar-Yossef drama- 
temporary writers have composed, translated or tised the Jerusalem siege, Shamir portrayed the 
adapted plays: Bialik (whose dramatic adapta- initial struggle of a young Palmach soldier from 
tion of his own work Yom Hashishi Hakatzar ‘a kibbutz (Hu halach Basadot), and Sh. Shalom 
is one of the best things in the “Habima” rep- described the last period of rioting (in a ‘Yeri- 
ertoire); Tchernichowski (Barkochba and _ otel-Hakibbutz” and Dan HaShomer for the 
translations from Sophocles, Shakespeare and Opera). Thus we perceive the beginning of : 
Moliere) ; Jacob Cohen (3 Volumes of 20 plays). union between a live theatre and a live literature, 


Discriminating people, known among their friends to seek only the best, 
send their children to— 


Camyz Dre cpiel. od 


For Girls For Boys 


WILMINGTON, VERMONT 
180 miles from New York 





In the heart of the Green Mountains . . . spring fed private lake . . . free of 

hay fever . . . mature experienced staff . . . physician and nurses in residence 
i . . - carefully planned menus. . . well rounded program of all athletic and 
i cultural activities . . . cookouts .. . hiking . . . boating . . . swimming. 


@ 
PrivaTE GotF CoursE ON PREMISES WITH INSTRUCTIONS FREE TO ALL CAMPERS. 
€ 
In Pollen Free Area! Full Nine Week Season! 
Excellent for Hay Fever, Asthma, and Sinus Sufferers! 


The health and happiness of your boy and girl is our prime consideration! 
Siwney H. Sotomon, Ph.D., M. A., B. A., Director 


NEW YORK OFFICE: 





150 RIVERSIDE DRIVE Tel. ENdicot 2-5037 NEW YORK 24, N. Y. 











“BUY THE LABOR ZIONIST SHEKEL 


FEBRU. 


THis 
spon: 
mittee 
amines 
system, 
myths 
as the 
away 
are eX{ 
able st 
correla 
scale i 
ment. 
of im 
have c 
Anc 
prover 
the fo 
native 
the re 
studie: 
crimes 
native 
Amer: 
Per 
of th 
concli 
the e 
and 
editor 
and t 
of it: 
natur 
restri 
overs 
150,0 
north 
ropea 
edito 
in th 
$0-Ca 
ern 3 
immi 
Euro 
ence. 





RONTIR 


m Ale. 
Tameiri, 
S Jacob 

Anohj 
le list of 
en pre. 
in, Bis. 
Shamir, 


ew er 
hat the 
lists are 
ICCEsses 
hn in 
““Ohel” 
lom in 
is the 
riod in 
Jrama- 
red the 
r from 
shalom 
“Yeri- 
or the 
> of a 
rature, 


a 


st, 








FEBRUARY, 1950 


| BOOKS | 

















AMERICAN IMMIGRATION PoLicy — 
A REAPPRAISAL. Edited by William 
§. Bernard. Harper Brothers, 1950. 
$4.00. 


THis volume, published under the 
sponsorship of the National Com- 
mittee on Immigration Policy, re-ex- 
amines the American immigration 
system, and dispells many popular 
myths in the process. Such fallacies 
as the notion that immigrants take 
away the jobs of native Americans 
are exploded by a study of the avail- 
able statistics which indicate a steady 
correlation between periods of large- 
scale immigration and high employ- 
ment. It is suggested that the decline 
of immigration in the 1930’s may 
have contributed to the depression. 

Another popular misconception dis- 
proven is that the crime-rate among 
the foreign born is higher than among 
natives. Criminal statistics indicate 
the reverse to be true. Furthermore, 
studies indicate that more serious 
crimes are likely to be committed by 
native, rather than foreign-born, 
Americans. 

Perhaps the most interesting part 
of the volume is to be found in the 
conclusions and recommendations of 
the editors, reached after painstaking 
and well-documented study. The 
editors stricture the quota system 
and the National Origins Law because 
of its restrictive and discriminatory 
nature. This law, in effect since 1929, 
restricts the total annual quota of 
overseas immigrants to slightly over 
150,000, and discriminates between 
north-western and south-western Eu- 
ropeans in favor of the former. The 
editors remark: “The sharp line drawn 
in the National Origins Law between 
so-called old immigrants from north- 
ern and western Europe and the new 
immigrants from southern and eastern 
Europe has no foundation in experi- 
ence. Moseover, it cannot be regarded 
as merely an innocuous device of ap- 
portionment between various Euro- 
pean nations since it implies the doc- 
trine of racialism which has recently 
Wrought havoc in the world and has 
no place in a democratic society.” 

The inflexibility of the quota system 
in forbidding the transfer of unused 
quotas from one country to another 
indicates that the intention of the act 
1s more to exclude supposedly less de- 
sirable imigrants than to keep immi- 
gration at a certain economically de- 


sirable level. Those of our legislators, 
who shout vociferously about the 
numbers of aliens and D.P.’s who are 
supposed to have flooded the country, 
would do well to ponder the actual 
immigration figures quoted. Since 
1930 only 29% of the total possible 
quotas have been utilized. Instead of 
a total of 2,616,000 immigrants pro- 
vided for by the quota system, only 
560,000 actually arrived between 
1930-1946. When one recalls the 
history of the past decade, the figures 
provide their own commentary. 

After examining America’s poten- 

tialities, population trends and the 
social adjustment of immigrants, the 
editors recommend that the maximum 
annual immigration should be in- 
creased. They also urge a greater 
flexibility in the operation of the quota 
system through the creation of a pool 
of unused quota numbers. More spe- 
cifically they suggest that, “These un- 
used quotas should be distributed in 
some or all of the following ways: 

a) Quotas left unused by a coun- 
try after the first six months of 
the year should be placed into 
a general pool. These quota 
numbers could then be used for 
the following purposes within 
the second six-month period of 
the same year: 

1) They could be applied to 
countries whose quotas have 
been used up and could be 
made available for preferred 
groups such as relatives. 


They could be used to meet 
the emergency needs of spe- 
cial groups such as_ those 
fleeing from persecution be- 
cause of religious belief or 
adherence to democratic 
ideals. 

Still greater flexibility would be 
given to our immigration policy 
if quotas were calculated on a 
two-year basis and if all unused 
quotas were carried over from 
one year to the next in the 
manner outlined above. 


2) 


b) 


29 


c) The provision limiting the ad- 
mission in any one month to 10 
per cent of the quotas of any 
one country is unnecessarily 
rigid and could be removed 
without creating any problem 
at this time.” 

Another recommendation worth 
noting is the granting of small quotas 
to Asiatic peoples now barred on ra- 
cial grounds. Despite the optimism 
of the editors in this respect, it is 
debatable whether the granting of 
purely token quotas would materially 
strengthen friendship and good will 
between ourselves and the peoples 
excluded. 

This study should provide a wealth 
of ammunition to editorial writers, 
lecturers, and just plain citizens in- 
terested in a more liberal and realistic 
American immigration policy. 


© 








WoLkowiskErR Yiskor Book. Edited 
by Moses Einhorn. Two volumes, 
1950. 


OLKOWISK was a town in 

White Russia with a flourishing 
community of thousands of Jewish 
families. All these Jews were exter- 
minated by the Nazis, with the ex- 
ception of a few survivors who 
escaped to tell the story of the 
destruction. Nothing remains of 
Wolkowisk. 

Dr. Einhorn, an American physician 
whose entire family perished in Wol- 
kowisk, undertook the task of recon- 
structing Wolkowisk in memory. In 
1944 he went to Palestine to inter- 
view the few people who had escaped 
there. As soon as communications 
were re-established at the end of the 
war, he traced former residents of 
Wolkowisk in various parts of the 
world in order to get reminiscences, 
photographs, and detailed accounts of 
what life in the vanished town had 
once been. His correspondence in- 
cluded not only European countries 
and the Americas, but South Africa 
and Australia. 











Progressive Jewis 
A Modern Hotel of Distinction 
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- Nightly Entertainment - Television 
Shuffleboard - Billiards - Ping Pong 
All Rooms with Private and Semi-Private Baths - Dietary Laws 
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Your Home Shows Rea To alae CR 
With the New, Exclusive — BEAN SOUP - 

- SABBATH TABLECLOTH -buy 
;ROKEACH : 





RAISE MONEY QUICKLY! 


Sell our popular monogrammed 
napkins, coasters, guest towels, etc. 
Extra income for your chapter or 
pin money for yourself. Generous 
40% commission. Wide assortment, 
low prices, prompt delivery. We 
feature the nationally-known Den- 
nison Line. Write, phone, or visit 
our office today for samples and 
details. 





THE MONOGRAM SHOP 
2 E. 23 St., SPring 7-5410, N. Y. C. 10 





Made of the finest plastic material 
with imprinted SaspatH Desicn 
and Hesrew Quotations, in gold 
and silver colors which are WASH- 
ABLE and DURABLE. 


A Wonderful Jewish Gift 








VOlunteer 5-0933 - 0934 


To All Your Friend! EMILE 
A ae — Hairdresser 
Size 54” x 54” ones 1,75 
= oe $2.25 22 EAST 58th STREET 





ALL YOURS by simply rushing New York 22, N. Y. 
your order TODAY! 

Send Money Order or Check to: 

The JEWISH FRONTIER 


45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. 


ARNOLD'S 
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presents 
THE FINEST IN 
EDUCATIONAL RECORDS 
FOR JEWISH CHILDREN! 


A Delightful Two-Record Album 
in Story and Song! 























€ 
Vow UNBREAKABLE 
AP 7 Fe me a e 
UNBREAKABLE RECORDS ._as' 


Endorsed by Leading Educators 


@PCRORAN RECORDS, imC. 








MENORAH RECORDS, Inc. 
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| Dept. JF 
ORDER NOW! 489 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
"Pesach" { Please send me: 
(0 Purim’s Here $2.95 
And Others in the | Fy Pesach 295 
Holiday Series! 1D Shavuot Time 1.30 
6 [J High Holy Days. 1.30 
() Succot ety ee ee 7 
(0 Bar Mitzvah Brochos (A Study Recor : 
JUST OUT! [1 Menorah’s Little Records (set of 4)..set 1.56 
"Mother Goose Songs Cj: Mother Conse saad 
for Jewis Children" PAG GUN BOE occ is enclosed. 
5 Name 
SPECIAL GRouP RATES | Address 
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JEwisH Front 


The resule of his devoted and tin, 
less labor is a unique and poignay 
memorial. One might call it ty 
family album of a community, } 
the over three hundred photography 
you see the members of the murder 
Jewish community — youths, chi) 
dren, old men, matrons and maiden 
You see them posing for graduatign 
pictures, for wedding portraits, » 
caught less formally in casual snap. 
shots sitting on a park bench or walk. 
ing down a street. Sometimes you 
a group picture: a be-halutz club m 
an outing in 1920, decked out with 
flags of Zion; a gay picture of ; 
gathering honoring the Balfour De. 
laration; a literary circle obvious) 
composed of earnest, young inteller. 
tuals. And you see the streets of Wol. 
kowisk. 

The editor went to great pains tp 
discover the fate of each individu 
and family, and to record the plac 
and manner of death. This is obvi- 
ously a book which any one connected 
with the town will cherish deeply. 
And, insofar as Wolkowisk is a sym- 
bol of numberless vanished Jewish 
communities, the book is meaningful 
to every Jew. Despite its simplicity, 
the historian will find it valuabk 


Economic News 





Fishery At Elath Under Study 


Fishing possibilities in the Gulf of 
Elath are being investigated by : 
fishery mission of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. This is part of the gen- 
eral programme for the expansion of 
Israel’s fishing industry, arranged by 
the Ministry of Agriculture for th 
next few years. It is estimated thi 
by 1952 some 5,000 families will ean 
their livelihood from fishing. During 
the year which ended in October, 
945.3 tons of fish were caught by 
Israel fishermen in the Mediterranean. 
Ten fishing trawlers were added dut- 
ing the year to the previous fleet of 
five, which had been in possession of 
Israel fishermen. A fishery fund, 
sponsored by the Government, 
Jewish Agency, Nachshon Ltd., and 
the Histadrut, granted IL.100,000 in 
loans for the purchase of equipment 
during the same period. On the S 
of Galilee, 100 fishermen caught 258 
tons of fish. In Lake Huleh, 80 tos 
were caught. Two fishing ports at 
now under construction, one near 
ancient port of Caesarea, and the other 
at Mishmoret. A _ third port 3 
planned. 
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Norway Interested In The 
Manufacture Of Prefabricated 
Houses In Israel 


Professor A. D. Lirom of the Tech- 
Norway, and Engineer Magni Nor- 
sical University at Trondheim in 
dens, who are experts in the construc- 
tion of factories to produce parts for 
prefabricated concrete houses, have 
grived in Israel to discuss with the 
Government the prospects of estab- 
ishing such factories in Israel. The 
two experts were sent to Israel by 
lrge Norwegian firms manufactur- 
ing prefabricated houses who are pre- 
pred to transfer to Israel the neces- 
ary machinery and equipment and to 
invest capital in the undertaking. 

Sugar Beets 

Experiments in growing sugar beet 
in Israel have proved successful and 
there are good prospects of supplying 
ill Israel’s sugar needs, as well as mar- 
keting a certain quantity abroad. 


Progress In Sheep Breeding 


The 20th conference of the Israel 
Sheep Breeders’ Association, held in 
Haifa recently, heard a number of 
reports on the progress of sheep breed- 
ing in the country. It was stated 
that the quality of Israel sheep was 
already the best in the Mediterranean 
countries. A flock of model sheep 
raised at Ein Harod showed an annual 
yield of 680 litres of milk per sheep. 
Although flocks of sheep totalled 45,- 
000 — 8,000 more than last year, the 
figure was still far behind present re- 
quirements. Grazing areas were sufh- 
cient for trebling the number of sheep, 
and a three-man delegation had left 
for Rumania to buy fresh stock. Sheep 


_| breeding was a highly economic pro- 


position yielding an excellent return 
in milk and milk products, wool, hide, 
mutton, and organic fertilizer. 


Home Building Reaching Peak 


This month’s Amidar (the public 
housing corporation) programme will 
accommodate 1,000 more than the 
total immigration during November. 
“This is our peak month,” said Mr. 
M. Hartman, one of the directors of 
Amidar. “We shall put up 3,500 
stone and §00 wooden housing units. 
By the end of February we shall have 
completed the 17,000 unit project we 
undertook in May.” 


Swiss Medicine 


The “Togal” Pharmaceutic firm in 
Switzerland have given the concession 
for the manufacture of “Togal” in 
Israel and the Middle East to Mr. 
Torbovitz of Tel Aviv. “‘Togal” is a 
remedy against disorders of the nerv- 
ous and respiratory systems and was 
invented by Swiss scientists. 
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“A day of feasting 


and gladness.” 





A HAPPY PURIM 
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THE HOUSE OF CALVERT 


CALVERT BISTILLERS CORPORATION © wEW YORK CITY 
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A Wonderful New Selection of Familiar Jewish Records 
By the Famous and Popular— 


SIDOR BELARSKY 
ALBUM OF 
4 VINYLITE RECORDS, Complete — $4.97 
Containing: DER BECHER, TANCHNUM, A KLEIN MELAMDL, FRUMELE-SHTERNDL, 
A YIDDISH NIGN, DOS ELENTE KIND, SHABES BEIM SHOLOM S'UDOS 
. 

YIGDAL (In Vinylite) — $1.05 

OBTAINABLE AT ALL LEADING MUSIC STORES IN THE COUNTRY! 


BESA RECORDS 


163 West 23rd Street New York 11, N. Y. 








TIME PROVEN! For Food! For Shows! For Hospitality! For Luxury! 


HOTEL STANLEY 


LAKEWOOD, N. Jj. 


RAY ALMO and his “Mambo Boys” featuring “ROMAN” 
In Our Beautiful CIRCUS ROOM—1950 Edition 
« Dietary Laws » 
SAME MANAGEMENT 24 YEARS 
MR. & MRS. PHILIP COHEN and Sons Phone Lakewood 6-0800 
In the Summer — OCEAN HOTEL, Asbury Park, N. J. 








| 





BODNER’S j 
J A ] ak 


LAKEWOOD.N.S, TEL.6-1220 





Newly remodelled - new ballroom - stage. 
Broadway stars - music - dancing - television. 
Catering to weddings and parties. . 














LABOR ZIONIST SHEKEL 


will help assure a World Zionist Organization which will act as a | 


loyal ally and partner to the State of Israel in its historic task of the 
“Ingathering of the Exiles.” 

will help send a large labor representation to the coming World Zionist 
Congress. Decisions of far reaching importance on the future role of © 
the World Zionist movement will be made. A strengthened labor dele- 


gation will make certain that the progressive and pioneering spirit, 
which has activated all of Zionist endeavor, will continue. 


Your 


LABOR ZIONIST SHEKEL 


is an expression of solidarity and confidence in the workers and builders 
of Israel—in the men and women who laid the foundation of the State - 
and are now at the helm of its government. 





During the entire campaign there has been a deliberate attempt to sabotage it 
and assure its failure on the part of elements who hope to reduce the Labor 
representation and assure a majority delegation which will be hostile to His- 
tadrut and Mapai. They are aware that the Labor Zionist movement receives 
the great bulk of its support from non-affiliated American Jews, while they 
have the initial advantage in their large blocs of Shkolim through their vast 
paper memberships. Through ambiguous phraseology about the avoidance of 
“electioneering” and “party strife,” through ridicule and rumor of no Congress, 
they hope to cripple the campaign. These attempts must not succeed and the 
decisive answer will be given in the mass sale of hundreds of thousands of 
Labor Zionist Shkolim! 














Spread the LABOR ZIONIST SHEKEL CAMPAIGN 


Suite 1301 
LABOR ZIONIST 45 East 171TH STREET 
SHEKEL! New York 3, N. Y. 


Canvass Your Friends (1 Enclosed please find $1.00 for the purchase of the Shekel for 1949 7 


. and 1950. 
ns ep te (1 Please send me Shkolim to sell to my friends. 


[1] Please send me literature on the Shekel and Labor Zionism. 
e 


Deadline — 
FEBRUARY 15th nae 


City Zone State 





Name 




















